BALANCING ACT — A fork life hoists two bus ‘a ‘ﬁ.ﬁ%port
terminal building is seen in the background. F laid on the port deck,
the ARR hauls the lumber to Palmer and Fairbanks for dxstnbuhon. The ‘new
facility will be formally opened May 10 when the {i :
Japanese Kazakawa Maru, docks with building’
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LOOKING OUT TO THE FUTURE—A citizen of Anchorage envisions further growth

THE cvident need of a deepwater cargo
terminal at Anchorage, Alaska’s
largest city, antedated by many years
any objective moves in the direction of
actual port construction.

According to Henry Roloff, Anchor-
age Port Director, the key to all plan-
ning for such construction was trans-
portation costs.

A PORT
AGAINST
THE TIDE

By H. C. CRESCENT

As the city grew, and the area in-
creased in commercial activity, it be-
came obvious to all observers interested
in the progress of Alaska that a facility
was needed to export raw materials and
to develop Alaska’s natural resorces for
export.

It was evident that the U.S. Army-
operated deepwater pier, Ocean Dock,
built in 1917, was small and inadequate
for handling large volumes of civilian
cargoes. It was evident that the cost of
barging freight to Anchorage and han-
dling the cargoes at small bulkhead ter-
minals was so high as to impede further
erowth and development of transporta-
tion.
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for the state, as new port facilities provide the avenue for expansion of transporta-
tion, lowered shipping rates and development of an exporting industry which would
handle Alaska's wealth of natural resources.

At the present time, most cargoes des-
tined for Anchorage are shipped to Sew-
ard, then transshipped 114 miles by the
Alaska Railroad or by truck at addi-

tional costs.

The need for exploring the possibili-
ties of direct shipments to Anchorage in
deep-draft vessels and reducing shipping
costs thereby brought about the creation
of a Port Commission by the City of
Anchorage as early as 1946, to study
and promote possibilities of port develop-
ment in that city.

In 1952 George Treadwell, then chief
engineer for the Port of Seattle, pre-
sented a preliminary feasibility study,
after which the Port Commission, work-
ing with the Corps of Engineers and the
U.S. Army, sought to secure federal gov-
ernment support for building the port
facilities.

Immediately the question of financing
loomed large. The Commission hit on the
idea of floating revenue bonds, feeling
the commerce from such a port would
justify the issuance of revenue bonds.

Alaska Construction News
April-May 1961
More About—

A PORT AGAINST
THE TIDE

— from page 22

a summer marked by a prolonged labor

strike in Alaska which virtually halted

construction progress there and delayed

progress on the port. To delay progress

further, a bargeload of steel piling, fab-

ricated by the I\a1<er Mills in California.
was lost in transit in Cook Inlet.

When the spring of 1960 came, an
all-out effort by the engineers and con-
tractors was made. Plle (hlnng started
April 1. By December 6 the project was
complete except for minor work re-
maining.

The 1nitial construction completed con-
sists of a 600-foot long by approximately
400-foot wide wharf with a 150 by 250-
foot transit shed. providing 50,000
square feet of covered area, alonoe ide;
four dockside travelling cranes; railroad
tracks and an access road.

A double-rail track is provided on the
50-foot wide apron for direct loading of
cargo by crane from ship to railroad
gondolas. On the inshore side of the
transit shed, two railroad tracks are also
provided for truck loading, with a load-
ing area constructed for pick-up and de-
livery of cargo.

For transfer of cargo. four gantry
cranes were specified by Tlppetts Abbelt
McCarthy-Stratton and built under con-
tract with the city by Washington Iron
Works, Seattle.

All four cranes are of level-luffing
type. with hinged -jib booms. Two are
Tl4-ton capacity. Eack of the other two
has double hooks hung on the level-
luffing jibs. one of 40-ton and one of 5-
ton capacity. Added speed, flexibility
and ease of operation, with reduced line
wear, result from this unique design
feature, in the estimation of Harry Hub-
bard, chiel engineer of the Washington
Iron Works.

The four Washington cranes were
largely pre-assembled before shipment in
two ldlﬁe loads from Seattle last fall.
}Lre(tlon of the cranes was carried out
in a three-week period during November
under the direction of LOlll\ Bianchi.
Washington field engineer. Westinghouse
electrical drives dlld controls are used
in the cranes, and all wiring was in-
stalled by Veca Electric Co., Seattle.

The 40-ton cranes will be used for

to closing th;doors .
mgs on arbxw;amof

~Corp.
New York, the pr!me contrae-|
tor in the buﬂdmg of the $8.2
‘million facility, have ruled
‘the sessions will be closed to
the press and public.
“WE DO NOT want a clos-
" Gantz said.

a
#g:ang mfﬂgls refused
tooe exmﬂber of bids

consulting engin eers ;
Abbett-McCartpj-S atf 0

Net}v dYork & ;)e
nder are

claims ’t.t)disp at least ‘Iidng
1104, Gantz sai They~ inc

work on dock crane s $4,-
127; grading, $57- 4 ) :
3790"1' ad spur

327; and harbor dredging,
296, W, ‘ 'g:lia‘t
should be paid

_ The contrac
tion oé ahmt: po;t dated
year, said. DeL
cla.ﬁnsﬂxe' : :

surance
lus cost ot
the port, Gantz mﬁed.

i ness for the §

HANDLINC
North Star
Stevedore

a 3’ (96 =5 ¢

Hearmg by an. arb;tratlon
board of $109,104 4n  claims
|against the Portuof Anchor-
age was closed yesterday af-
ter 20% hours of testimony,
according t& P ort Du'ectgr
Henry Roloff. = it

The builder of the §8.2 mil-
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claim for work, it says is in 3
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The three man board-is ex- 1

pected to submit a written
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The press and pubhc were
parred from the sessions Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday in
7. J. Loussac Library Audi-
torium despite protests of city
officials, City Attorney Rich-
ard Gantz told the board,
“this is public business. in-
volving public money, and
the hearings should "not be
closed.
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