By ROBERT HEARD

If you don’t know much
about Alaska, prepare to
have a few of your illusions
shattered,

The popular conception
of our 49th state is “most-
ly wasteland, covered with
snow and ice.” Not so, ac-
cording to the man who
should know, Henry Roloff,
42, port manager at An-
chorage, who is here for the
Lafayette Hotel convention
of American port authori-
ties.

T e

of coal, iron ore, oil, timber
and “every mineral known
to man” lie virtually un-
tapped on the great penin-
sula, Roloff said. It lacks
only two things: people and
money.
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“ALL ALASKA needs to
develop herself is a little
foreign aid from the United
States,” he explained with
a wry smile,

In a state more than two
and a half times larger

- than Texas, there are only
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would spread pretty thin
over Alaska’s millions of
acres of valleys and tim-
berlands, but are mainly
concentrated in the south-
ern regions, leaving vast
areas uninhabited.

About a third of them,
100,000, live in Anchorage,
where Roloff runs the 6-
month-old deep-sea port.
The ' $8.5-million terminal
was dedicated last spring.
Before the channel was
dredged in Cook’s Inlet,
leading up:‘to Anchorage,

reach the state’s largest
city.

p * * * *

THE PORT’S tonnage
will be 30,000 this year,

lowest in thé U.S., accord-
ing to Roloff. Next year,

they expeCt it to more than .

triple—100,000. In five
years, it should be 250,000.
The nation will begin to
utilize its “arsenal of na-
tural resources,” he ex-
plained.
To get an idea of how

source c0n51der its ol
boom&roducing oil wells
are increasing at the rate of
one a day in the Anchorage
area alone, “Someday, we'll

‘be plplng it to Texas,” Rol-

off grimwd

One-fifth of all the U.S.
iroh ore reserves are in
Alaska. It has billions of
tons of coal and billions of
board feet of birch, cedar
and spruce.
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NO WONDER the Rus-

back. The Czar sold
the U. S. for $7.2 mﬂiion
in 1867, The deal was ‘set

up by Secretary of State %

William Seward, Many
Americans thought the

price was . exorbitant, and» .

called the purchase ‘:’Si'v
ward’s Folly.”

Alaska also is strattgwfv.f
ically 1ocated militarily,
Copenhagen and Tokyo are = .

only seven hours from An-
chorage by air. New York

it to,

City is nine and a half

hours away. “We’re closer
to Europe and the Orient
than we are to the South
48 Roloff said, using '
Alaskanese for the 48 ad]a-
cent states.

“When you talk of Alas-
ka,” he said, “you have to
talk in superlatives.”

Examples: the coastline
is 273,000 miles long; the

on swim 2,000 milesup &

the Yukon River to their
~spawning beds; the mosqui-
toes hibernate in the north
Alaskan tundra (only 30
per cent of Alaska is tun-
dra and marshland) and a
hunter’s boots will kick
them up in clouds of mil-
lions; threerblocks from a

ultxmxlhon-dollar hotel in
Anchorage ;
cabins.

Billions of dollars worth. SORW persons They ocean-going shipsicouldn’t wealthy Alaska is in re- sians would like to have it

worse than .in
west,” Roloff
mer it is 70
in Anchorage.
80 to 90. ‘A
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He attended San Diego
State College and
~and Stratton College in
Illinois, majoring in jour-
nalism  and ‘business. He
worked six years: for the
Scripps-Howard newspaper
chain and was on the port
staff at San Diego for 10
years before taking . dver

e

‘ g ¢ ORT OF ANCHORAGE' The new $8,200,000 Port of Anchorage terminal was opened _
ED“ORIAL PAGE ; fo international trade in July following its dedication by civic officials. First foreign
- flag carrier to use the new terminal was the Kazukawa Maru, a K Line vessel out of

l Yokohama, which discharged over 600 tons of construction materials an;lpjpe destined
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for Alaskan oil fields. According to the Port Director, Henry Roloff, the new Port of
Anchorage has handled nearly 10,000 tons of cargo &nng the past two moﬂ:é. . 1
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' moving the dynamite from .
DuPont, Wash., near Tacoma,
to Anchorage, according to
Peter Rude, company official.

THE CARGO IS destmed for
vanous cnnS1gnees in Alaska.




