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ukon's Ore Production Is Now 
"' "(. - ~ 1 o \ I 'I~ 0 

Eess . Gla111orous But More Solid 
By BOB KNOX which produces some $2,000,-1 Earli_er this yea_r C _o n w e s t I _Construction of the Alas 

Times Correspondent 000 annually. 
1 
sold Its controllmg mterest to I Highway and the later build 

MAYO, Yulwn Territory- . By contrast the lead-zinc- the large Canadian mining ing of tlie Whitehorse-May 
Hundreds of millions of dol- silver mines of the L'nited firm of Ventures, Ltd. road has changed that 
lars worth of gold have been Keno Hill operation near United Keno Hill mines to- ' the ore must still tra~el · · 
produced by the mines of the Mayo are now producing $9,· day cover a 15-mile-long belt , great distance to smelters. 
Yukon Territory since t h e OO_O,O<J? t? $10,000,000 annually I of rich ore bodies. ln addition I S~ven or eight bilge diese 
turn-of-the-century Klondike with 11_1d1Ca~10ns of expanded to their large lead and zinc J trmler trucks roll away fro _. 
Rush, but today a differe~t, operatiOns m the future. I production, they are Canada_'s th~ Keno m1ll every ~ay car 
less glamourous type of mm- THIS IS THE major pri- largest smgle producer of s1l- rymg 25 or more tqpl.:_of -eo~ 
ing is providing the territory's vate industry for the terri- l ver conc_entrates. Reserves centrates to ~OIIIl~l 
economic backbone. I tory, which has less than 14,- for the mmes have been esti- There the ore IS . .Jo_~ 

While many small gold op- '000 inhabitants in its entire mated t.s large enough for aboard the narr6w-gau~ 
el-ations still continue in the 207,076 square miles of area. more th~n one hundr~d years WP&Y for the 110-mile tn 
¥ykon, only one major pro- Most Alaskans know the of sustame_d productiOn. to Skagway. . 

.~~r remains in operation. story of the Klondike rush These mmes are operated From there It travels. b~ 
Thi~ is the Yukon Consolidat- which was touched off by the from two company camps, o_cea~ vessel to the m 1 n 
_ed Gold Co's., dredge opera· discovery of the fabulously Elsa and CaluJ?et, w hi~ h firms dock at Vancouve~ 
tion in the Dawson City area rich deposits near Dawson. have a reput~twn of bemg The last lap of th~ long tnp 

Not quite so well known is the most scemc and modern t~ smeltus m Bntish Colum
the fact that since then well mining camps on the conti- b1a _and the_ Umted States is 
over $250,000,000 in gold has nent. Some 55~ f!!iner~ are on agam by railroad. 
been produced in the yukon. the payroll, llvu~g m t h c THESE ORE shipments 

However, as in Alaska, to- camps ~nd wprkmg on two represent the territory's rna, 
day's higher costs and high- daily shifts, 48 ~ours a week, jar mining production at pres
er wages pretty well 1 i mit throughout the year. ent but the United Keno is 
large-scale operation's to a , While the mines represent not ' the Yukon's only prospeci 
few efficient dredges. I the territory's biggest single for the future . 

DISCOVERY OF the lcad-1 payroll an~ are the territory's.' A large-scale asbestos min 
zinc-silver deposits in t hi s 1 large~t pnvate purchaser of

1
1ing operation, the Cassiar, i. 

1&rea goes back almost as far · supplies, that tells ~nl~ parl in production just across thl 
' as the Klondike rush, to 1906. of the story of their Impor- B.C. border and shipment 

In that year a prospector tance. are made through White 
named H. W. McWhorter PERHAPS THEIR greatest horse. Other asbestos deposit

1 

found a silver-lead vein out- importance comes in lower- have been located in the Yq 
cropping in the canyon walls ing the freight rates on all of kon but have not been prove; 
of Galena Creek, s o m e 32 the supplies, equipment and yet. 
miles from Mayo. foodstuffs which must be Recently a large-scale tung-

In 1912 this small opera- shipped into the Yukon. ~ten prospect was located 
' tion, known as the S i l v e r They do this because their JUst across the Northwest 
' King, shipped 59 tons of ore ore shipments create a back- Territories border and is be
. to a smelter at Trail, B.C. haul for both the White Pass ing developed from Watson 
; The ore paid $269 to the ton and Yukon Railway and its Lake in the ,.Yukon. A road 
1 to prove the richness of the ocean shipping line. Without to the deposit is being built 

strike. this outgoing shipping, rates from Watson L.ake. 
I A fairly large-scale opera- on incomir.g goods . w o u 1 d The . fiel~ of petrolet~m ex-
1 tion was conducted in this have to be much h1gher. ploratwn Is also starlmg to 
1 area by the Treadwell Yukon Shipping these ore cone en- show promise in the Yukon. 

1 

Co. until World War II fore- trales to the smelters is prob- Last summer one. well was 
ed 'suspension of work. Then, ab_ly_ the_ biggest problem _of brought in by :Western Min 
in the post-war years, improv- mmmg _m the Yukon. While erals at a locat~on known as 
ed metal prices revived min- the tern tory gets cold winter ChiJ,nce Camp . m the North 
ing activity i_n Canada. De- temperatures, the under- e_rn Y_ukon. Th1~ summer the 
spite its natural disadvan- ground shafts can be worked firm IS ?~epenm_g that we~l 
tages of location and climate, comfortably year-round. an~ add1tional field work 1 
the camp was examined by Howe:ver, the high costs. of bemg conducted throughout 
several companies. long- distance transportal!on the Peel Plateau area .. 

- . to the sm,elters make on 1 y . AT. LEAST TWO ~er rna 
CONWEST Exp:orabon Co., the richest of ore bodies prof- JOr_ firms, Ameraqa and Sm 

Ltd., tocether w1th the Fro- itable for mining. clair, are known · ~tb av 
[bisher interests, formed Keno ground and aerial l'.lWpratio 
Hill Mining Co. in 1946 and BEFORE . Wor~d ~ar II, parties in the nqer;n Yu-

cquired the Treadwell inter- ore from mmes m this area kon. _ .,., ·, 
sts. w_as brou~ht_ down out of the With only a sm:a! .. p6pula 

, nl.ater additional g r o u n d hills b?' wmdmg road to Mayo. lion and with o.Qly ;fpe- bare 
lVtr: .acquired and the firm Here It went aboard paddle- beginnings of deve~~AM'Pt oi 

I W'ftl ~ reo_ rganized in 1948 as whee~ steamers for a labor- any other natuml :r~,w-ces 
Unite'd .Keno Hill Mines, Ltd. wus JOUrney down the Stew- , minerals and. petrifi1iJrr:: 

- --- ar:t River and up the Yukon pear to hold CKI\ ·W ':bes 
RIVer to Whitehorse. promise for the Yukon1&:ec 

__ ,_....,...,...,.__ _ · - · _ - - omy for some years to .com 

• ~AN SHIP CAL_LS L Visiting the port of Anchorage for the first time, the 
]3,f,eert Howaldt _hes at the Army dock wrth the West German flag waving 
-,- y. Secon~ Officer Ekkehard Bauer, looks out from beneath the flag. Bring-

oad of prpe from Glasgow, the frve-year-old ship made the run in 34 days 
'"'1.1 fter docking early Wednesday, the deep draft vessel was hard aground at 

e. Master of the Geer Howaldt is Capt. ~mil Jacobsen. ;;,:;;,;....----'---
Planners ol ew Port at Anchorage• f;Jiiy 

Tid~s of 30 feet are~IIF Chamber of CQ,mmerce toUF 
mon at Anchorage, Alaska• o · ·'" 
biggest city, and 38Joot· tidal arold StranCJbe 
changes come along occasion b .. rg, who has 
ally. - · P ~n _the ~qs;llorag<J 'flert 

1 ~ssmn e1gti£ Y~Jire-
Chu!lks of ice as_ big as . ~ .falks th•tPoff 

room m a house mill around l "b f.'"""J 
Knik Arm, battering anything ·"'til '1 tbat gets in the a e ce problem is 

. w Y· . going to be handled is still a 
Ice bmlds up on· piling so question, Roloff and Strand

that they look lil\e 1concrete b~rg s!lld. It may be done 
blocks. : ts .1 With an i c e b rea k e r • The 

Only part.af tbei~ is the ~aska Freight Lines operated 
channel ope : · bn ~ : 1 n to Anchorage throughout 

But, undetem~:IC'&&.uthese the 1958-59 season by break· 
obst~cles, J\ifcboragenasae- ing the ice ahead of its tugs 
termmed . ~ynake itself -~ and barges. 

N~SiftinQ~ 
Difficu I tie 
Are Seen 11 ';~ 

arine sfi:.Vey&r· Says 
!}}~-~ (J 

The Port of AniJh()rage 
''has no problems" copcern-

p' Threatens ; 1t.tps 
ofiA o~:~~e~oucsk Tsu~ l~~~~~·~ ~~~~/hem in sufficien tly deep 1 THE COR~ resiJent 
slllps unloading cargo ther · . . · sa1d ~ clamshell dredge could 
]®b Logan of Cordova, a su~: A breastmg bar~e IS 34 feet gel nd of the hump iii. ·about 
veyor for marine underwrit- acro,ss, L?gan said, and the two days. However, no one 
ers said today It may al ship s wwth €' tends approx- has yet made an attempt to 
be ~ threat to iuture Ancho~~ Ima_tely 60 feet . out from do this. 

1 
~ng siltirl~ or shoal for~ation 

, m Cook mlet, Port D1rettor 
{tenry Roloff said this morn~ 
mg. age port operations. thei e. Th~ hump IS about 60- Logan added that barges in 

Logan said the hump is 70 feet from the dock. the future might create anoth· "The city port has deep water 
1 

approach and there is a 35-foot 
minimum water depth •tong the 
dock even at low tide," Roloff 
said. This water depth is con
sidered more than 'enough to 
handle commercial shipping 
vessels which will use the pol't. 

a~out two and one-half feet FRIDAY THE "Choctaw" 
1 
er hurr.p even if the present 

higher than the rest of the settled onto the hump. It not one 1s eliminated. 
ocean floor there. Ships un- 0?1Y caused the ship to list He said each time a ship 
loading at the dock must of ~IX degrees to starboard, but settles on the bottom he must 
necessity be berthed in such It "?eant the "Chaeta~" was submit a report to the Ameri
a way that the hump poses a restrng 350 tons of we1ght on can Institute ·of Marine Un-
threat to them. a very small area between derwriters in New York 

LOGAN STATED the hum two h_atches. This could cause . . · . The city's $8 million port fa
cility is sla!ted to be in usoahle 
c-ondihon by the end of Novem
ber. It was originally set for 

·Nm~letion dttring August, but 
construction Wlas halted for 44 
d&ys 1ast summEll' be.!ausc ~f, a 
~.trike. 

was c~ by heavy ocea!- bucklmg of plates in a ship. IF THE senous situation 1 

going ~which settled in- Logan said he discovered no conimues, · he SI?ecu~at~d, it ' 
to the near the dock damage to the "Choctaw." cou d cause a hike m msur-
While lmloaded. Their But he said the hump is o- ance rates for Anchorage. 
weight pus ed the mud out tentially dangerous to ev~ry (_h~~- Iton bturn might cause 
rlj>m UDder themselves and ship that anchors here ~a IC e diVerted to Whit-
!tdced it into the hump he " Any- time a vessel ~its on tJ~h?r Sewldard. . 

Roloff, ccmtrary to reports that 
the p-ort's future is "be-clouded" 
expects c-o.nstd erabl e usage of the 
f&cility .af.ter its completio.n. He ' 

>II · I the b tt . IS cou result m a bad 
:Ships unloading at the dock w e i : h ~m With t thf'd mucll ·reputatrtm regarding shipping 

must have a breasting barge small ar c~ncen - ra e m a here that the new Port of An
between them an~ the dock to lfor dam:gae " ehre Is _da chance chorage_ w?uld have -to com-

; sa~ the fact that the Army is 
havmg difficulty wi!lh siltin" 
aJong its dock will not affect Pi:. 
chorage\s port iJll any physi.caJ. 

- _ , e sa1 . bat, he mdicated. 

I w:ay. 
However; he declared, silting 

I 
at the Army port does give the 
city facility a "sort of black 
eye" among ship owners and 
operators since any reports of 
vessels stuck in the mud are 
circula~ among the shipping 
f••••"Y-
R_~pijrts that silting is taking 

1 ~t~Fat the Army dock simply 
means that we whll have to work 
hU~der to c-onvince shippers that 
A.nchorage has •a first nte si1t· 
free port, Roloff said. 

Situati 
Hump 

I r~., 

n~ On Mud 
Is Mu dled 

A hump of mud off the A1 th 1 · · 
ka Railroad's Ocean Do a~- e ;wmakers have not voted 
which some say is there a~d any unds_ for the work. 
others say isn't is creati And With_ Congress sti·ug
a bit of a muddl~ itself the~~ glmg to tha~Journ, getting the 
days money IS year seems uri 

· likely. · 
Last Friday the " Choctaw" THE ONLY oth 

was unloading at the dock can get funds th~r wa~ they 
The ship de 1 d . · 'd . , · engme·ers I' ve ope a s1x-de- sa1 , 1s for another agency to 
~ee. 1st _to starboard at one hand them over. This can 
time durmg the unloading. only be done in' case of de 
_ BOB LOGAN of Cordova a clared emergency - if fund; 
correspondent of the Am~ri- are available. 
can I~stitute of Marine Un- Army dockworkers say they 
derwrrter~ for tire Alaska Sea ~?W of nD problem. They sa 
~ront, sa1d the ship was rest- It IS not uncommoa for ships 
mg on a mud hump that was to settle on the bottom during 
two and one-half feet above low ~ides. They say they know 
the normal ocean floor . nothmg of a hump and add 

Logan said the ship rested that no military shlp skippers 
350 tons of weight on the nar- have ''\?OICe_d complaints. 
row area contact witl1 the The engmeers are s 
hump. He called this a dan- (Continued on Pag _....,.~,. 
ge_rous situation and said it fi-~~==~~~2 
m~ght cause damage to a 
ship. He said the hump could 
be removed in two days with 
a clamshell. I 

Enter co_nfusion. The rail
road said it owns the dock but 
added that the Army has had ! 
control over it for almost 20 1 

years·. 
: THE ARMY said it just un
loads freight. lt added that 
th~ U.S. Army Engineer Dis
tnct, Alaska, has charge of 
nvers and harbors work 

!he District Engineers· said 
this was so, but added that 
although the y have t h e 
authorization of Congress to 
dredge the Anchorage harbor 

' 

Dock Problem 
Is Muddled 

(Continued from Page 1) 

information on the hump - if 
it is there - but don't know 
what they can do if they con
clude one is there. 

"IT WOULD · cost a good 
deal of money for even a good 
sounding job,'' a spokesman 
said. 

Henry Roloff, director of the 
new Port of Anchorage, just 
wants it made clear that the 
hump is not at the new port 
facility. 

Logan has stated that a re
port too the underwriters about 
the hump may cause insur
ance rates to be hiked here 
or ships to bypass Anchor
age . 

In the meantime, the hump 
if it is actually there, ap: 
parently 1 i e s blissfully un
aware of the stir it has creat-
ed. • , ' 

Three Private 
Publicly Oned Will Continue 

I 
By CLARKE "ARD 
Times Staff Writer 

Businesses 
To Continue. 

A big chunk of business will 
continue at the Port of Whit
tier even though the Army no 
longer handles general mili· 
tary cargo for the interior 
through the $55,000,000 port. . ..., 1) 

To continue are three pri·, (Contmu~ from Page 
vate. enterprises , plus three the railroad 1- jbr travel · d 
publicly owned. The latter are shipment ot· c~o to inland 
the Alaska Command's petro- areas. The AJtR'! sirtgle trick 
leum, oil and lubricants dock from the miiln Itiie at Portage 
and tank "farm, " the Federal ·provides the sole means of 
Housing Administration's land accea. - eo; 

W h itt i " Mmo apO<tmom Undtt ~•m•nt ~ itl> 
bUildmg and the Alaska Rail- the Depar1me of Defense, 
road's. passenger and freight the rail' - -y reope!j ' the 
operations. Arm 's 1 wllaH to 
~he prrvate conceri_Js ~r carg~. , .. · • 

Umon 01l Co. of Califorma, QuestioMmn serttn·wben 
Columbia Lumber Co ., _and military 81:4onnel ... e~ de· 
Koppers Co., Inc. of P1tts- parted by;i;>ec. 1, .~oad 
burgh. . official said pass~ and 

Tllli, THREE compames freight service p ~ o a~b 1 Y 
are_ l~ssees - along With the would be reduced. ' . · 
Whittier ArTI?s - of land from The si.. • · 5 weekly made 
the_ ARR _on 1is termmal are~ by pass trains and the 
Umon 01l operates_ an oil similar ber by freights' 
~ock, tank car loadm~, fac1l;; "might be' cut after Dec. 1," 
ties, and a 12 ~ank farm 'the official said. Nu r of 
capable of handling the cargo railroad employes wh will 
of a company ocean· gomg remain "depends on -.·use 
t~nk~r. The complex. IS the of traclr to fhe Army tank 
fu·m ~ d1stnbutwn po1nt for arm " he said since it pre
the Railb~lt. . . sents' the grea'test snow re-

Columbia Lumber IS build- moval problem. .-· 
ing a modern, $75,000 sawmill 
with a daily capacity or 50,- "BU'! IT IS s_afe t' . y that 
000 board feet. It ~es ·a the ra1lr~d w1ll c u~, to 
mill destroyed by a $1 000,000 giVe serv1ce as req~d, to 
fire last May. · A the 48. caretaker ~sonnel 

According to HerbC ~ur- plus p~IVate em~loyes, as well 
phy, master mechallic · in as ~r~1~t serv~ce to the re
charge of construction, pro- Il?a1mng _operettions, tlle off!· 
duction of the new mill pri- c1al contmued. . . 
marily will be railroad ties, Of. the company ~1c1als 
timbers and telephone and queried, . all sa1d they .ppect
other poles. ed ade~tnate service f~ the 

T.he mill will employ 12 ARR. . . . . 
men when it opens next Several CIVIlians who Will 
spring, Murphy said. The for- remam commented the great
mer mill had 40 workers. est loss would be compamon-

MUCH OF the output of the ship of th_e 500 troops slatwn
Col~mbia mill will 'go to the ed at Whittier a~d closure of 
Koppers plant for creosoting the port TV statiOn, - AFTV 
Murphy said. ' ;-;- which sbows, the lat~st 

Koppers is spending $370,- shoot · em - ups along w1th 
000 for construction of a l the best of them. 
chemical pipeline dock, stor· 
age tanks and a plant addi-
tion, a spokesman said. The ·• 
treating plant will be the first 
in Alaska producing creosoted 
telephone poles, the employe 
said. 

The POL dock ·will continur 
to serve Army installations 
with petroleum products, port 
1,11ilitary officials say. 

Now about 50 per cent OC· 
C\lpied, the 100 - apartment 
Whittier Arms expects an in
crease in business as the Ar
my mothballs the m a j o r 
buildings at the port, accord
ing to William Collins, FHA 
Anchorage director. Care
taker of the port buildings 
and employes of, the private 
companies may make use of 
the rental units, he said. 

ALL OF the operations re
!maining -in- the port area are 
ilep_end~nt 011 their landlor<P.J. . 

-- (C&ntinued on Page 11) 

major sea:pl1rt, open all yea?. A system used in Sweden 
"If ~e can get this . thWa using compressed air, piped ' ',, '' · 

open,, It will mean the difMr\ vnder the ship channel and PORT INSPECTION: Port officials . of 1 d p · 

!
ence • h i d h S ttl d A h an er, ort of Seattle eorhmissioner· 

m opeiUflg t e nterior," ~un t e wharves, to force ~a e' an nc orage stood on an Army Harol? .Strandberg, Port of Anchorag~ 
says Henry_ Roloff, . who fl2 rmer water from the bot- ' P•~r at Anchorage and looked acro~s comm1ss1oner; Henry Roloff, director o-f 
cently movecJ- .from SIIIMUI tom of the waterway to the Knlk Arm toward the new terminal which the Port•of Anchorage, and Howard M. 
Southern California t~ Al41M surface to replace the ice Anchorage hopes will make it the majot Burke 1 ,n;. -~ h 
to become port director.,_. has received some study ' port in Alaska. From left c H Car S tti genera na&t~ ~ t e Port of 

I
Anchorage · · · . . . · ~- ' · · • ea e. 

1 

• But, rn sp1te of 1ce an cost of freight shi ed t td • rod "'-
Roloff, who spent several some of the widest tidal Anchorage and suchPfnter·oo prov e o~ly one berth. Part of *e•chorage con-

weeks . in S~attle studying ranges in the world, Anchor- points as Fairbanks ' 
1 

r Expensive though it is, An· fhience is baRd on a prelimi
port op~rations before going age is determined to have an Anchorage mean; to elimi- chorage considers thls just a nary study on the feasibilit 
on .the JOb at Anchorage, ex- all-year port. nate the rail haul. · starter. 0 • Y 
plamed the Anchorage situa- It is 

114 
miles b . . . If Anchorage is successful f a deep water harbor at An-

lion w_ith en thus i as m to from Seward to Aic;~:~o:.d An~~ ~o so ~ill be e~penslv Alaska'~ transportat~on pat~ chorage, made .. in ,\!}_52 by 
Seattleites on 1 as t week's That rail haul adds to gth 000 0

g
0 
age IS .spen~ng $8,· tern Will be materially al- George T. TreadwE:ll, chief en-

. · e • on a pier w lch will tered. gineer for the Port of Seattle. 

'., 


