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By BOB KNOX
Times Correspondent

MAY‘O, Yukon Territory—

\Hundreds of millions of dol-

lars worth of gold have been | Keno

‘produced by the mines of the

Terri since th e| 000,000 to $10,000,000 annually of rich ore bodies. In addition
Zl?‘i?&-thgféé?t%y f(elondike with indications of expandedito their large lead and zinc

Rush, but today a different,
less glamourous type of min-

ing is providing the territory’s|vate industry for the terri- Ver concentrates.

economic backbone.

amorous Bt

- While many small gold op- 000 inhabitants in its entire

\erations stillycontinue in the|207,076 square miles of area./more than one hundred years

ukon, only one major pro- : N ok

ser remains in operation. |story o e Klondike ru

is the Yukon Co%solidat- which was touched off by the from two company camps,

1é Co’s., dredge opera-|discovery of the fabulously Elsa and Calumet, which
Dawson City areajrich deposits near Dawson.

which produces some $2,000,- Earlier this year Conwes t!

000 annually. sold its controlling interest to
By contrast the lead-zinc- the large Canadian mining

silver mines of the United|firm of Ventures, Ltd.

Hill operation near| United Keno Hill mines to-

Mayo are now producing $9,-|day cover a 15-mile-long belt

operations in the future. production, they are Canada’s

THIS IS THE major pri-|largest single producer of sil-
Reserves

; 1 than 14.- |for the mines have been esti-
tory, which has less th " | mated zs large enough for

Most Alaskans know the of sustained production.
These mines are operated

have a reputation of being
Not quite so well known is the most scenic and modern

the fact that since then wejl mining camps on the conti-
over $250,000,000 in gold has nent. Some 550 miners are on
been produced in the Yukon.|the payroll, living in the
However, as in Alaska, to-|¢amps gmd working on two
day’s higher costs and high-|daily shifts, 48 hours a week,
er wages pretty well 1im i t|throughout the year.
large-scale operations to a While the mines represent
few efficient dredges. the territory’s biggest single

'DISCOVERY OF the lead-
zine-silver deposits in this
area goes back almost as far
as the Klondike rush, to 1906. t

In that year a prospector |‘@1¢€:
named H. W. McWhorter| PERHAPS THEIR greatest
found a silver-lead vein out-|importance comes in lower-
cropping in the canyon walls|ing the freight rates on all of
of Galena Creek,
miles from Mayo. foodstuffs which must be

In 1912 this small opera-|shipped into the Yukon.
|tion, known as the Silver| They do this because their
|King, shipped 59 tons of ore|ore shipments create a back-
Ito a smelter - at Trail, B.C.|haul for both the White Pass
|The ore paid $269 to the ton|and Yukon Railway and its
to prove the richness of the|ocean shipping line. Without
strike. this outgoing sh;gping, ratle(sl

A fairly large-scale opera-{0On Incoming goods wou
|tion w‘asy conducted in this|have to be much higher.
area by the Treadwell Yukon| Shipping these ore concen-
Co., until World War II forc-|trates to the smelters is prob-
ed suspension of work. Then,|ably the biggest problem of
in the post-war years, improv- Mining in the Yukon. While
ed metal prices revived min- the territory gets cold winter
ing activity in Canada. De-|temperatures, the under-
spite its natural disadvan- ground shafts can be worked
tages of location and climate, | comfortably year-round.

" camp was examined by| However, the high costs of
:ompanies. long - distance transportation

] g to the smelters make only
WEST Exploration Co.,|the richest of ore bodies prof-

gether Wfith tgglg'ro- itable for mining.
in eno
D Miniog Co. in 1046 and| BEFORE World War II
sequired the Treadwell inter-|ore from mines in this area
fopee : was brought down gut 1(& the

iti d| hills by winding road to Mayo.
qgg,‘fémﬁﬁa gtﬁeo I;Em Here it went aboard paddle-
organized in 1948 as wheel steamers for a labor-

d Keno Hill

largest private purchaser of
supplies, that tells only pari
of the story of their impor-

payroll and are the territory’s!

some 32|the supplies, equipment and Y

“|ious_journey down the Stew- m

a7 ek
6’"‘\ 1960 -

.
SOll 7

&5
Construction of the Alaska
Highway and the later buil
ing of the Whiteh
road has changed that, but
the ore must stillitravel 7a
great distance to_Smelters.:
Seven or eight-huge dies
trailer trucks roll
the Keno mill eve

centrates  to . o Whi
There the ore =i
aboard the W-gaug
WP&Y for the 110-mile trip
to Skagway. S,
From there it travels by
ocean vessel to the ming
firm’s dock at Vancouver,
The last lap of the long trip
to smelters in British Colum-
bia and the United States is
again by railroad.

THESE ORE shipments
represent the territory’s ma:
jor mining production at pres-
ent, but the United Keno is
not the Yukon’s only prospeci
for the future.

A large-scale asbestos min
ing operation, the Cassiar, i
in production just across tht
B.C. border and shipment
are made through White
horse. Other asbestos deposit
have been located in the Yu
kon but have not been prove:
et.

Recently a large-scale tung-
sten prospect was located
just across the Northwest
Territories border and is be-
ing developed from Watson
Lake in the Yukon. A road
to the deposit is being built
from Watson Lake. ;

The field of petroleum ex-
ploration is also starting fo
show promise in the Yukon.

Last summer one well was
brought in by Western Min-
erals at a location” known as
Chance Camp in the* North-
ern Yukon. This summer the
firm is deepening that well
and additional field work is
being conducted threughout
the Peel Plateau 3 ’ =

AT LEAST TWO other
jor firms, Amerad
clair, are known*
ground and aerial.
parties in the no
kon. .
With only a s
tion and with ol

_I_J i - art River and up the Yukon pear :

|River to Whitehorse.

.

. MAN SHIP CALLS < Visiting the port of Anchorage for the first time, the

eert Howaldt lies at the Army dock with the West German flag waving
f“Second Officer Ekkehard Bauer, looks out from beneath the ﬂagm B9
ad of pipe from Glasgow, the five-year-old ship made the run in 34 days, :
fter docking early Wednesday, the deep draft vessel was hard aground at
L. fe. Master of the Geert Howaldt is Capt. Emil Jacobsen. =, :

Planners of .4

Tides of 30 feet are“édn
mon at Anchorage, "Alasl
biggest city, and 38-foot:
ichanges come along ocecas

ew Port at Anchorage:

A dang
“has no problems” coi
ing silting or shoal formation
in Cook inlet, Port Directe
Feﬂry Roloff said this h
ing A

“The city port has deep'
approach and there is a 3 ot -
minimum water depthialong the |

~dock even at low tide,” Roloff
said. This water depth is con-
sidered more than enoush to
“handle commercial shipping
vessels which will use the port.
The city’s $8 million' port fa-
cility is slated to be 'in usable
condition by the end of Novem-
ber. It was originally set for
completion during August, but
construction was halted for 44
days last summer beeause Of a
strike. By gV
Roloff, contrary to reports that
the port’s future is “beclouded,”
‘expects considerable usage of the
facility after its completion. . He
f.iai,d the fact that the Army i§
having difficulty with. silting
along its dock will notmzﬁi
chorage’s port in any physical
- However; he declared, silting
_at the Army port does give the
cify“" :!ilij'y ah"sort of black
eye” among ship owners and
opél‘fﬁl% since any reports of
vessels stuck in the mud are
circulated among the shi&glp‘gﬂ
rts that silting is taking
4 w“y,
| hander ‘to convince shippers that |
Anchorage has a first rate silt-
free-port, Roloff said. = |

‘there.

$

U

erou m:ud “hump’’ |keep them in sufficiently dee THE CO
Ocean Dock is a threat to|water. i o &
"sLun_lgadiné c;?rgo there, :
b Logan of Cordova, a sur-| e i ) B

S ey oss, Logan said, and the|two days. However, no one

ers, said today. It may alsolj i ; ¥
; Bt ki imately 60 feet out from do this.

gierations.
id the hump is

nd one-half feet
‘the rest of the
Ships un-| d .
the dock must of six degrees to starboard, but|settles on the bottem he must

 berthed in such : :
e hump posesca resting 350 tons of weight on|can Institute of

ATED the h two hatches. This could cause
'heavyeoc:{&? buckling of plates in a ship.

hich settled in-

nloaded. Their|But he said the hump is po-|This

the mud out teptially dangerous to every ¢ i i it-
hemselves .ang | Ship that anchors here. raffic to be diverted to Whlt

the hump hel ‘‘Any time a vessel sits on

. % This_could result in_a bad
: the bottom with that much reputaion _-t ,sf,,g,‘fia' 'pl—hﬁg
ing at the dock ' weight concentrated in a here that the new Port of An-

‘a breasting barge small area there is a chance|ch /e 40 ‘
them anc the dock to|for damage,” he said. S e ‘havgeseacom

rea_te!hs o

b . said a clamshell
A breasting barge is 34 feet get rid of the hu

ship’s width extends approx- has yet made an attempt to

there. The hump is about 60-

70 feet from the dock: the future might create anoth-
FRIDAY THE “Choctaw” er hump even if the present

settled onto the hump. It not|one is eliminated.

only caused the ship to list| He said each time a ship

Logan added that bafrges in

it meant the “Choctaw” was|submit a report to the Ameri-

a very small areg between derwriters in New York.

IF THE serious.
continues, -he speculated, it
o Olcould cause a hike in insur-|
Choctaw.” |ance rates for Anchorage. |
in turn might cause

Logan said he discovered no
damage to the

tier or Seward.

bat, he indicated. - |

y CLA
Times Staff

ka_Ra'i}road’s Ocean Dock,
which some say is there and
others say isn’t, is creating
a bit of a muddle itself these
days.
Last Friday the “Choctaw”
was unloading at the dock.

A, hu’rilpof mud off the Alas-

(tvhe lawmakers havé"not vbted

any funds for the work.

And with Congress strug-
gling to adjourn, getting the
money this year seems un-
likely. it

THE ONLY other way they
can get funds, the engineers

- A big chunk of business will
continue at the Port of Whit-
tier even though the Army no
longer handles general mili-
tary cargo for the interior

' To continue are thr

through the $55,000,000 port.

vate enterprises, plu _
publicly owned. The latter are

the Alaska Command’s petro- | oy,

leum, oil and lubricants dock

and tank “farm,” the Federal | provides the
\land acce

Housing Administration’s
Whittier Arms apartment
building and the Alaska Rail- |
road’s passenger and freight |\
operations. e
The private concerns

Columbia Lumber Co.,
Koppers Co., Inc.

Union Oil Co. of California, ="q@
and |3

The ship developed a six-de-|said, is for another a

gree list to starboard at one hand them over. T%f: C};;:
time“during the unloading. |only be done in ease of de-
~ BOB LOGAN of Cordova, a|clared emergency
correspondent of the Amerj-|3r¢ available. .
can Institute of ‘Marine Un-| Army dockworkg
dérwriters for the Alaska Sea|KNOW of no problem.

Front, said the ship was rest-|it 1S not uncommonfor ships
ing on a mud hump that was|t0 Settle on the bottom during
two and one-half feet above |0V tides. They say they know
the normal ocean floor. agt?mg of a hump and add
 Logan said the ship rested |2t B0 militar i
350 tons of weight on I1):he nar- bk i

row area contact with the - .
hump. He called this a dan-| (Continued on P,

FUS /3

gerous situation and said. it | L o
Deck Problem

might cause damage to &
Is Muddled

. He said the hump could
(Continued from Page 1)

iié-lp
‘be removed in two days with
‘a clamshell. v
Enter confusion. The rail-
road said it owns the dock but
‘added that the Army has had
control ,over it for almost 20
years.
. THE ARMY said it just un-
loads freight. It added that
the U.S. Army Engineer Dis- :
trict, Alaska, has charge of ‘duf‘le fie - lete.
rivers and harbors work. ' §o WOTLD cont e
The District Engineers said |desBor money uf o SveRh
this was so, but added that SoUSiLeE 0b,” & SHUEIIR
although they. have thel] S2id: ; Y
g}ltgoriztation of Congress to ngvenﬁzrlfog?ff&ndgliifgedj%.
e e ; ‘ [ : - ] |
ge the Anchorage harbor, || |y ants it made clear that the
hump is not at the new port |
facility. -
Logan has stated that a re- |
port 4o the underwriters about
the hump may cause insur-
ance rates to be hiked here
or ships to bypass  Anchor-|

information on the hump — if
it is there — but don’t know
what they can do if they con- |

age.

_In the meantime, the hump,
(if it is. actually there, ap-
pa ‘lies blissfully un-
aw :

stir it has creat-
O e i

{ties, and a 12 tank “farm”|-
|capable of handling the

{the Railbelt.

of Pitts-
burgh. = A% T

THE THREE com
are lessees — along Wwith
Whittier Arms — of land from.
the ARR on its terminal area.
Union Oil operates an o0il o
dock, tank car loading facili-|

- trains and 'the
pber by ﬁ:g_lgllltf‘

£}

of a company oc

said, sinc
eatest
Columbia Lumber is
ing a modern, $75,000 s
with a daily capacit:

000 board feef. It
‘mill destroyed by
fire last®May.

the company offi
queried, all said they
ed adequate service

timbers -and telephone and
other poles. % 4
The mill will employ 12| 2%
men when it opens mnext| ®ELF
spring, Murphy said. The for- 1
mer mill had 40 workers. CST
MUCH OF the output of the
Columbia mill will go to the
Koppers plant for creosoting,
Murphy said. :
Koppers is spending $370,-
000 for construction of a
chemical pipeline dock, stor-
age tanks and a plant addi-|
ition, a spokesman said. The
itreating plant will be the first 1

; ) troops station-
‘ed at, Whittier and closure of

e port TV station, ——AAFTV
— which shows the latest]
“shoot - em - ups” along with
the best of them. |

iin Alaska producing creosoted
telephone poles, the employe

said. g
_ The POL dock will continue
o serve Army installations)
with petroleum products, port

P 3

officials say. =

e
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" Now _about 50 per cent oc-
cupied, the 100 - apartment
Whittier Arms expects an in-|
crease in_business as the Ar-
my mothballs the major
buildings at the port, accord-
ling to William Collins, FHA
Anchorage director. Care-
taker of the port buildings
and employes of, the private
companies may make use of

* Seattleites on last week’s

|ally. i b
. Chunks of ice as big a§
\room in a house mill arou /
Knik Arm, battering anything|{ ; ice i
s g Hov problem is

that gets in the way, ~ |going to be handled is still a
Ice builds up on’piling so|question, Roloff and Strand-
that they look likgdgencrete|berg said. It may be done

blocks. BE . ; ; with an icebreaker. The
Only part of is the|Alaska Freight Lines operated
channel ope .. |into Anchorage throughout|
But, undeterre se{the 1958-59 season by break-
obstacles, Anchorage ling the ice ahead of its tugs

and barges.

- A system used in Sweden,
sing compressed air, piped
nder the ship channel and

termined § fi

ence in op ound the wharves, to force
'says Henr @sWarmer water from the bot-|
‘cently movedsfr ¢ fifom of the waterway to the
Southern California to rface to replace the ice,
to become ' port dire as received some study. ..
‘Anchorage.f & e "But, in spite of ice

- Roloff, who spent several{some of the widest tida
weeks in Seattle studying/ranges in the world, Anchor-
port operations before going|age is determined io. have ai
on the job at Ancherage, ex-|all-year port. = = o
plained the Anchorage situa-

port ,nd‘AI?ska From left, C. H. Car-  Seattle. .. * mia

points as Fai

Anchorage means to elimi-
nate the rail haul. -
) ; : It is 114 miles by railroad| To do so will be expensive
. tion with enthusiasm to|from Seward to Anchorage. |Anchorage is spending $8;-{ten
That rail haul adds to the|000,000 on a pier which willitered.

PORT INSPECTION: Port officials,.of . _lander, . Port of Seatl
Seattle and Anchorage stood qn‘a'n;"l?ﬁ{ : ngiélj.iS;s:gﬁngrg.e Por:
pier at Anchorage and locked across.. .commissioner; Henry
Knik Arm toward the new terminal which = the Ports ’

issioner
\nchorage
director of

- y_Rolo
i e Port= age
Anchorage hopes will make if the major-  Burke, gene

st _of freight shipped to|provide only one berth.

horage and, such. interior| “‘Expensive though it is, Ans

anks. chorage considers this just a
starter. ' :

|} If Anchorage is successful,

ka's' transportation’‘pat-

will be materially al-

of a deep-water
chorage, made
George T. Tready
gineer for the Port of Seattle.

the rental units, he said.

m

“ ALL OF the operations re-




