
MSTS Port of Call: 

ANCIHI(Q)~AGIE 
AILA§OCA 

"Gateway To The Last Frontier" 

In a fairly typical scene for thi s icy port, the USNS Mizar lies along side the City Pier. This pier, along with the Army Ocean Pier, 

forms the city's moior port facilities . 

A\CHOHACL Alaska- In addition to ha1in g 11hat is 

probabl y the must nautica l name o f a nv MSTSO. thi s out 

fit has another di st inctio n to its credit. It i s th e unl ) rw1al 
co mm an d on the mainland of Alaska. 

The o Ri el' he re is located in th e Headquarters, Alaskan 

Co mmand Ruild ing, at l·: lrnerulu.Ll Air l·"orce Base . Elmen

dorf is a hub of Ameri ca n _defense foTces pro1·idin g ·· top 

co1·e r for Ameri ca a t th e top of the 11uriJ.'' 

The P url o f Anchorage whi ch ca ll s itsel f " Ga teway 

to thP Last Fronti e r''- is loca ted on th e 1\:nik Ann a l th e 

no rth end of Coo k Inlet. Tides here are thf' third hi g hest 
' 
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1. p_ Chokas, who had heen the skippe r o f the uss n oy 
0. Hale, an escort 1·es;;cl. lwfore j oinin g MS'rS . 

Lieut. E. F. Howard is the F:xec an d Operations Officer. 

llP carne from the Embarkation a nd Combat Load ing 

Sr ;:;!, where he 11as a n in , lr uc tor. Th e Transportat ion 

Ott- er a r' d Operations Ass istant is H. P. Phillips. li e 
joiueu' MSTS in 1950 as a Chi ef ()uarlPrma, IPr and 

shifted to his present j ob 11hen he retired from th e l\avy 

in 1955 . Ti e's the office's so le l'ivilian a nd pro vides cu rr

tinuity of function s a nd ope ration s durin g th e frequent 

chan ges of military pe rso nn el. 
The cleri cal and oflice s upe rviso r is J. I,. Play lf'. Yi\'2. 

Cargo and passenger yeoman duties a re lnndl ed j oin tl y 

b y a pair u f yeomen tlrird class: T. J. Gardner a nd K . E. 
Christenson. 

Logistical su ppor t is f nrni s hed b) Com mande r-in-C hi e f 

Alaska . On th r othrr hand. coordina ti on r·ontro l is rxrr

cised hy ComA1SeaFron / Conrl7th\avDisL located at 

Kodiak. 

The niajor p o rt fac iliti es al Anchorage arc the Arrnr 

Ocean Pirr· a nd the nr\1 City Pie r. A trul y modern instal 

lation , th e City Pi e r cos t $H.5 milli on to build- mo re 

than an r ;;i mil a r p ie r in the world. 

Anchorage 11 a:; once kn o1111 as Ships CrPek. ,\ t lhe out

brea k of World \~ 'ar II its popu lat io n co ns isted o f ''"' 

families. A me re dozen years ago it num bered only 

ll.OOO. military a nd c ivi li am• co mbined . Today it s popu

lati on is more th a n 68,000, the res ult of th e estab lis hm ent 

of major m ili tary in stallati ons in t lw area . 

When MSTS-ers al Arrcho rage 1-'o inl \1 ith prid e. it is t<> 

th e fact that th e ir orTire is loca ted in th e hea rt o f Alaska·, 

pop11lation. lrnn;;po rtal ion. and r·o nJmuniPntion ;; cen ter. 

Tec hnical Advi sor R. P. Phillips goes over matters with the Exec 
and the CO. Clerical Supervisor J . L. Playle , YN2 , takes notes in 

shorthand. 

tab ulated in the \\ or iel . Add in g to tida l troubles are ir·ing 
tr oubles. H ea1) ici ng: is enco unte red i n Cook In let fr om 

.\u1·ember through April- one of the facto rs that res ulted 
in the .lli=ar takin g over the Seallle-Aiaska run frorn the 
Harris County. I See thf' last iss ue of Sealift. ) 

Cook Inl et and Knik Arm do nul freeze :ool icl . Th e prob
lem is \1 itlr fl oa t ice that breaks fr om the e ntrance of 

many ~ lream s and ri1·e rs fl o11 ing: int o the Ann. .\ow that 

a Coast Guard ice breaker has been sta ti o nPd at Kodiak, 

it is expec ted that the Port of r\ nchorage will be kept open 

(Conti 11 rted 011 pa ge 12) 
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The USNS Pe trarca follow s the USCGC Stori s into Anchorage. Thi s 
particular event was a local milestone , for it was the first time o 

self- propelled cargo shi p reached Anchorag e under ex treme w eather 
condition s and hea vy icing . 

One term th ey don 't particularh· lik e 1s the ll'cll-knu11n 
·Tncle Sam's fcc Box:· 

·'Af ter al 1." l hey sa 1, ' ·the wea ther nr A Iaska rs com-

pa rahl e to that o f i'\ew l~ n g lancl." ;{; 

No doub~· what outfit they ' re with . Cargo Yeoman T. J. Gardner, 
YNJ , and K. E. Chri ste nsen, YNJ , a id their sk ipper , Lt. Comdr . N . P. 
Chokes, as he checks over the list of ships scheduled to deliver De-

partmen t of Defense cargo to Alaskan ports . 
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th e Panhandle; Adak, 1300 miles to the west near the 

end of th e Aleutian f:hain ; and by the Arctic Ocean, 184-7 
mil es to the north. 

Frequent trips are often made to o utlying purls for 
liais on purposes. A long with routine MSTS-type func

tion s, tlr is office also rarrics out all the admi ni strative 

duti f's o f a large naval comma nd . During th e summer 

months, fu r exa mple, it act:; as a J\avy Receil' ing Stati on 

for \an-rnen 11·ho dri1 e the Alcan Highway. This ties 

in with the fad that Anchora ge is the jumping off point 
for Kodiak and Adak. \. 

'·. To ca rT) out its duties, MSTSO Anchorage has an on

hoard cou nt o f 6, with an add itional representative at 

K odiak and Adak. The Com mandin g Officer is Lt. Comdr. 
Topside view of the Mizar shows the rugged winter tonditions that 

can be met at Anchorage. 

1. Ship al pierside is MSTS ' USS 
r 900 passengers for San Francisco . 

The Mann is the largest ship ever to transit the waters leading to Anchorage . Note height of pier pil ings . 
The tidal range at Anchorage is extremely large . 
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MSTS Port of Call: 

ANCIHI(Q)~AGIE 
AILA§OCA 

"Gateway To The Last Frontier" 

In a fairly typical sce ne for this icy port , the USNS ,lJl izor lies a lo ngside the City Pi er. Th is pier, along with the Army Ocean Pier, 
f r- ms the city' s major port fac ilities. 

Al\C HOH ACF:, Alaska- In addition .o h al'in g what is 

probab lr th e must nautica l narn e of any MSTSO. this out
fit ha s anoth er di stin cti on to it s c redit. It is th e onl ) na1·al 

command orr th e mainland o f Alaska. 

The office here is located in the Headq uarte rs. Alaskan 
Com mand Building, at flm en dorf Air Force Hase. Elmen

dorf is a hub of Arn er ica rr de fe rr oe force~ pro1 idin~ ··top 
rover fo r AmPrira at the top of the 11 orld _"' 

The P ort of Arrchorage- wh ich ca ll s itself ·'Gateway 

lo the Last 1-'run ti e r' '- is located on the "n ik Ann at th e 

north end of Cook Inlet. Tides here a re th e third highest 
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tab ul ated in the world. Ad din g to tid al tro ubl es a re icing 

tro ubles. Heal·) ici ng is encou ntered in Cook Inlet from 
\ol'crnber throug h April- o ne of the fa ctors th at resu lted 

in the .lli=ar laking ove r th e Sea tt le-Alaska run from th e 

Harris County . I See th e la"t is;;ue of Sea lift. ) 
Cook Inlet and Kni k Arm do no t freeze sol id . The prob

lem is 11 ith A oat ice that breaks f rum the entrance of 
mam· streams and ri1·ers fl o " in g int o th e Arm. Sow that 

a Coas t Guard ice breaker has been stat ioned at I\:odiak, 

it is expected that the Po ri o f Anrhoragf' will he kept open 

(Con tinned on paf{e 12) 
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