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' * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Warmer weather with rain today through Wednes­
day. Low this morning, near 35; high today, mid 40'1; 
low tonight, mid 30's. 

HOURS OF DAYLIGHT TIDES AT ANCHORAGE 
9 Hours, 38 Minutes 

Sunset today ________ _4,33 p.m. 
Sunrise to~r~orrow ___ 6:58 a.m. 

High 
5;31 p.m. 32. I 
5,55 a.m. 31.2 

Low 

12;17 a.m. 0.9 

12 Pages PRICE TEN CENTS 

* * * * * * 
All But One A board 'San Maria' Saved; Two Injured 

* ' * * * 
Tug Played 
Maior Role 
ln. Rescue 

By MARY 0 TOTTEN 
Dally News Staff Writer 

('· 

' A ~farilig family - the 
~~itft.k ~-~ Anderson, Jr. family -·w Anc'liorage- played a dra­
. Wltt_{)lrt in the collision be­
hN-een " 1Wo oil' tankers that 
· · :ri6ck~ C1lok Inlet late yes· 

terday afternoon. \ 

•.,. Ciijlll..I!Rnderson, his wife, Lois, 
and !ilei!'i'Son, Andy Anderson, 
were- all !irt on the rescue oper­
atic,_ that. aaw every man ex­
c~pt one 'taRen safely from the 
accfaent ' 1i:ene following the 
ships• colilsil)n. 

And it was, indeed, a dra· 
m,atie part tlie family played. 

/ , ~ I ) {j -... • 

CA.l'T. Al!J>ERSf;)N, with his 
wift aboard, wa9 ~ied alongside. 
the . 4ank .&hip "Sirrah" in his 
185-foot tug, ~e. "West Wind" 
when it collided ~ith a second 
tankk, tithe sop Maria." 

Ande1son{1"~t: 17-year-old 
· Andy, was'?sJap l*r of another 

tug, the ''Ate~· ind," citcling 
in tote area when tht: huge ships 
hit . TORN BY FLAMES, the stricken Un ion Oil tanker "Santa Maria" lies off the. 

Anchorage waterfront. The ship coi'lid~d with another tanker, Shell _ Oil's 
"Sirrab" about 4 p.m. yesterday. The flaming hull drifted south with the 

, tide last night and was easily visible f~om many areas of town. Both tbe elder Anderson and 
the boy were instrumental in 
saving the crews of bofb;>tank- · · 
ers. 

ANDERSON SAID of the col­
lision that "we were just getting 
ready to bring the. Sirrah in. 

"She'was lying at anchor with 
about '451f-feet of cham out and 
wasn't moving in the water at 
all. 1 

"It looked as if the tide set 
the 'Sahta Maria' right down on 
tis. ~ T 

j '. • ~ . •• • 

~·r d ,sa the 'Santa Maria' was 
movi~ flong at about three or 
four kno1s. 

"AFTBR.' ,THE ships hit, our 
lines burned away. 

.. "The 'Arctic Wind' moved 'in 
alongside the 'Sirrah' 'and we 
mpved , alo.ngside the 'Santa 
Maria.' 

"The afterh~lf ~f the · 'Santa ' 
·Maria' was all in flames. The 
fire was all up alongside of the 
port side of the ship and about 
Jialfway up the starboard side. 1 

. j 

"We moved up on the star- : 
board side toward the bow and 
started taking off the crew. 

\ Contlnaed on 'Page I) 

anto ... Maria' 
Skipper Old 
Hand At Sea 
The captain who lost his ship 

yesterday along tne Anchorage 
waterfront has spent a lifetime 

1on the sea . 

1 AUSTij\' '1.'0;\iTER, . 63. ol 
Long Beach, Calif., joined the 

!fraternity of seafarers as a boy 
in his native Nerway. 

For ab,oul, th.tdas.t 20 years 
he has been captaining ships for 
the Union OiPt:11.~ he owner of 
the Santa M'aria,- and for at 
least 10 of them he has been 
on the Alask ru~ 

Anchorage woman, Mrs. Thor 
Brandt-Erichsen, 

I , ·• 
TOM'I'ERr LIVES. with his 

1 

w~fe in Umg Beach, Calif. A j 
sc,n r ecently ·became an Epis- · 
ccpal minister and is currently I 
as~igned to the Los Angeles dio-

1 
cPsto . A uaughter is atten di ng 1 

colle~,:e. : 

I Crewmen were high in the!r 

I
I praise for th-eir. !!aptain. While 
flames raced thl;Ougil his ship 
and the dange't bf l"ending ex· 

I p:osions increased, th~ c'aptain 
directed ihe rernova~ of his men 
and only then jumped to ~afe ty 

1 hi:r.self. j 

(Photo by Tony Poleeki) 
--------------------------~----~~~--

1 ni urett-·Tetr .-I'M .. 

' "I lost everything I luqiJe- tt~Ptft ·!fl ~ ®iow where U~ 

1 Wow are the rest of the' bo~ he '"·· ~ -~ioie room or 

Harold (Hank) Leland spoke jus• where. I "as at _my em.er- 1 
f om- an Alaska Native Service, g:ncy sla!wn a first assJ.St- ~ 
rto.<pital bed last night, obvious- I a.h Donald. ge (of Van I 
ly ln deep pa~n from the irac- Nu~, Calif.). yeifed and t old 
tUled ankle he· suffe1·ed leap- us to ..abandon · I was work­
ing from the flaming Santa ing with Eugene_ Hugh

1
es in the 

~ 1 · f1.re room and sa1d 'Lets get out 1 

" ana. , , / of here' It was so smoky I don t 
A~ SliORT while earlier, Le- ·kaow· it he followed me 'or' not. 

!ami has been WOJ'ki-rig at his 
jllb as dayman al the stern of "EVERYONE WAS am1dship. 
the ship. Then came the colli- I could see the s1de of th~ sh1pl 
si~i l. and Leland. with the rest was on fue. I ran up and JUmp-, 
of -{he crew, said he raced lo ed" 1 

. the rail, ready to leap .into a j In jumpmg, Ol!ver broke both 
tu~ that had pulled along side. ht-els I 
·• Leland, 41, of Bloomington, Hughes is missi ng and pre­
Calif., jumped the 12 feet to , sun 1ed to have perished on the

1 sii.;(:ly, but in the process brgke sLp 
his ).eft ankle. ,· 

-~ He grimma<ied in pai a 
t'11ked abou't t he sudii~ d 
aster. 

"I've lost everything I hat!." 

, THE OTHER 'crewman w-

1 

j urrd. Edmond' Oliver. 36, -~! 
L c ng Beach. CoHif., said" 1 f~dh1 1 
his bed at the Pre,o'pytet:i~ Jfo~-
pilal that he wu · paint.iQ;:. inrU1e 
up!Jer engi ne room w}'it'n· he 
heard th~ collision. ' ' 

Ht> heard the general alarm, 
got his life jack~t and went to 
the boiler room where he is to 
a~~ist the second engineer in 
emergencies. 

"Smoke was coming in thick 
through the ventilators," he , 

.. 

Thousaads View 
I 

Spectacular Sight 
By 1 a.m. today, officials had decided temporarily · til 

torero any special operations to put out the fire Olll ille 
'Sallta Maria.' The flaming ship was reported l;rtac off 
Point · )Wcl{enzie, with a tight radar watch keeplur ~k 
of her movements in the event she floats bad!: tlciwa:nl . 
Anchorage, ' '" ., ' 

Two oil company tankers heavily laden, with 
aviation fuel collided near the Anchorage ......_. 
front yesterday - a collision that turned _.,., . 
the ships·'into a flaming torch. J. 

All but one of the 39 crewmen aboard the I'Ufned 
,ship, the Santa Maria, escaped. ' · 

Missing is Eug!'!ne Hughes; 35, of Portland, 09,. 
a fireman on watch at the time of the collision. 

TWO OTH.ER.~members of the crew were injured 
when they leaped ~to safety. Harold Leland, 41, of 
Bloomington, Calif.r a day man, suffered a factured , 
ankle. Edmond Oliver, 36, of Long Beach, Calif., a 
fireman water tender, broke the heels on both feet. 
Both are in Anchorage hospitals. 

The accident occurred shortly before 4 p.m., in 
full view of many areas of Anchorage. Immediately 
black smoke from the fire raced skyward, blotting out 
the ships. 

Thousands of persons, attracted by the tower of 
smoke, lined the bluffs rimming the waterfront to 
watch. 

·a • THE SA,NTA MARIA, a 550-foot vessel owned by 
, the Union Oil Co., was hea.ding ibto port when the 
a«ident occurred. The second ship, the Sirrah, owned 

~~by the Shell Oil Co., was at anchor. 

, Acting Port Director Don Walter said that the Sir-, } . 
.{llh, loadeq with j~t fuel, apparently dragged anchor 

-l apd h.it the Santa Maria amidships on the starboard 
(right) side. 

(Continued on Page%) 

"Inquiry Planned 
A Coast Guard Board of Inquiry may be formed 

today · to investigate the collision of two tankert In 
Anchorafe haroor • 

Cmdr. Ro,ben F. Hornbeck, officer in charge of marine 
inspection i~ nchorage, said he has suggested the forma­
tion of such a body to Rear Adm. George D. Synan, ~m­
mander of ~e 17th Coast Guard District at June-au. 

Nor~~"he said, a three-man board is formed to 
investig~te all circumstances surrounding an accident. Th• "0/' ,.,. . 
board serv!!s as a fact-finding body. 

If negligence is determined, according to Hornbeck, an­
ot her hearing will be heard to s tudy possible disciplin1r7 
action. ' 

I 
Survivors Get 

Big V('Jcome 
Anchorage opened its arm• 

and weloonrlllit 1tle surviving 38 · 
crewmen of the tanker Santa' 
Maria last night. 

They w · brought from the1 
pe-rt ar e . to the Anchorage­
Westwar d Hotel and immediate­
ly were invited to a reception 
an.d dinner being given for vis- , 
iting New Mexico Sen. Clinton ? 
P. Anderson. 

The Salvation Army wa s on 
·hand to pr9vi<ie them with as­
sistance, also. 

And Anchorage merchant 

I 
M. D. (Danny) P lotnick opened 
nis store and clothed about 13 

I 
rnem bers of the crew wi1h 
shoes, jackets and other ap· 

1 parel, all nf whom. in their 

I 
haste to leave the b_u rning ~h'ip , 
did not stop to pack. 

... 
,, 
' 


