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: ’:a&y we were just getting ready

o ;;nd fight the fire.

© too fast.

s

Quietly They

Burning Ship | In

mmy 0 TOTTEN

chorages,. dock, looking
t sur;iggly calm for
o had s their ground
against a raging fire that
threatened momentarily to ex-
- plode them and over a hundred

thousand!ba‘rﬁ of gas and eil

into extinetion. e

They were a quiet bunch —
no one said much. What they did
say was short and to the point.

JACK PBICE, a graying 48-
year-old chief steward from
Long Beacl_l Calif,, had this to
BT SRR

et B

“I was in the afterhouse when
the ships collided. It it just
forward, of my room — it must

*“—ihiVQ been about 4 p.m.; any-

*h serve dinmer ‘when all of a
sudden thiss ship’s bow struck
us starboard, 5 .

“Almost instantly flames

bro}ke out — they were every-
vghere ‘We ran forward to try

«mm\mm hoses wegp' k-
out, we had them g 3
“was no use. The flames
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Left Their
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nfnutes to get

The crew
Anchorage -
where they

for them.

They car*:info the hotel’s
lobby still elinging to their
orange-colored lifejackets but

the atmos mong them had
changed tibly — a smile
flickered e and there — and

at a reception for Clinton P.
Anderson, Democratic Senator
from New Mexico, the words
'began to flow more easily.

GEORGE C. MARSTON; bout-
swain’s mate, from San Fran-
cisco, and a sailor of some 20

years, gave this ac oun o,f the
afternoon’s ever & N
v o
“A crew of m and I were

on the well deck dragging out
the hoses, making ‘our prepara-
tions for docking. T heard the
alarm signal%’!&?‘ﬁ left turn
— 1 looked o¥8f“fhe side and
saw this othm‘%bout ‘to hit
us. ’

“After he Wil started aft on
the run'bu‘l’%t get back
s. The gen-

eral alarm, ‘&,i got three
.men and. reparing - a
lifeboat for launching.

“WE 'HELD héf ‘alongside un-
til the captain came aboard. All

ought she'd
blow any mmut_@ b

s J&

n't have time.

We ran to this boat alomgh
It was a harbor boat
e kind skippered by a
I think, called Anderson.

“We owe a lot to that guy. It
ok guts, and that’s the only
p it, for him to hold

boat alongside. The fender
yn his bow was burning and we

2 could have gone at any moment.
- Believe me, personally, I'd say

& %{we owe him our lives.”

’fé:' cotild have been
%‘J

:

%

" George Sklivis, 41, an sble
~seaman from Oakland, Calif.,

- was standing at the helm when

_the ships eollided.
. “We wer'é",'dead in the water
when I heard the captain give]

"~ the whistle for a full port turn.

#"J.‘he other ship (The Sirrah)
was dragging its anchor. The
next thing I knew we collided.
3 atayed at the wheel until the
© s given . to aﬁm!on

%
ﬁnwf”ur life T was.”

Dave Rodrigues, a 36-year-old
e seaman drom Pacifica,
1if., was aff of the midship
house ~when, "he said, “they

. started tootin’:the horn.

‘: “I saw: this tanker coming up
" on the starboard side.

}f“It was coming right into us.
She hit/ usitinithe; No. 9 star-
board tank. ' eidizsoq

guy was kicking th
his anchor was/

. came right into

1 “We were 1uckmhad hit
$loser midships, it d have
got the gas taqksn- ,hat would
“have been it.

| Arthur Apiki, 54, an oiler, of
" Stockton, Calif.,’ ﬂdnt see the
ips collide. He was in a bath-

om painting when he heard a
~ whistle sound.

_~ “ALL OF A sudden,” he said,

“l was smashed up against the
bulkhead o 4

F b

16 1 Dale" E. wiﬂmh,‘ 40-year-old
“The captain gave orde% {oth

“When I got outside every-

go to supper before; relieving
the other mate afi 8«1 ran out
onto the deck and saw the ship
aflame near the house.

“I RAN BAci‘? my ‘room,
got my life jacket and began to |
help fight the fire.

of hls captain, ‘Austin Tomter, |

good a sailor.

of — you mi (f
| stickler, even ~ critical

where the ship’s my is in-

volved. —-n--—

“PVE SAILED a long time
and a;qygd ;teyg bqtter shiphan-
dlers

“If this turns out to be the
captain’s fault, I'll be very much
surprised.”

thing was in flames. I ran up to
help fight the fire until the or-
der was given to abandon ship.
When the order was given, be-
lieve me, I got out of there
,@ast,” he said.

1 Myron Rosser, 35, an able sea-
man, from Comp ton, Calif,, said
that he was sta g “right in
the spot” whérg e Sirrah hit.

\

‘1T LOOKED up, up, saw she was.

- coming into us and took around
' the other side of the afterhouse
 to get away from the flames.

4
Sy if they had txme, % think they
 made f‘b :

“The ﬂames enveloped the
afw;hn

“1 think all the-boys Botuoft

(5 4

mst mmedxately
on the |

ge until oth- |

“I was just gettifigédressed to |’

|

3. ig Beach, Calif,, he
said: e see, this could
e i old man s«;gult He's too

|

|Army in Alaska. Dgresenia-

| “Santa ‘Maria,”

'l WA heroic Anef‘éhge family
% laut}ed yesterday for its
y&le in saving 38 erewmen of
ﬁe tanker “Santa Maria” as it
iﬁas swathed in ; es after
| eolliding with anofher tankei

ﬁ the Anchonu*‘bﬁo

g& and’ Mrs. Jack C. Ander<
!6' ‘.'fr, and. théir’ , Andy,
wqe given “soldier o ' courage”
cetfiticates by Col. Daniel Rody,
commander: of 'the “Salvation

tion was mgde terday’s
meeting q1 . Press
|Club.. ook 4T

Anderson and his! wife were

{iaboard their tughoat;the “West
{| Wind”. when the ace
§ ot S i

i R @ 33
i 5 : e §i2 ,'\r‘( "

{ ' See'Picture, Page 2 '

curred. The
another
{

WHILR FLAﬂES swept thQ
he West Wind
moﬁeﬂ’mxt‘fo % nitting-all
crewmen’ able to do so to Jump
to safety on its deck.. 3

Young Aﬁ on* ‘moved his
shlp next 0 fﬁg second tank&‘
the “Sirra ﬁ--ﬁi‘owde assist-
ance. When' he ﬁw it was not
needed, he, too, moved close to
the “Santa. Mana” and -the
crewmen Wére transferred to
his shxp and b'}ong?t to. shore.

Col. Roﬁy“lmd it was the ﬁrst
time his -opganization: had -pre-
sented . _such awards in: M
He praised the family’s w
)\ GO ufr‘wxq Ry > hdi
?%MW - members gay'

them a standing.ovation. .

FARRELL INGHAM of Great-
er Anchorage, Inc., also spoke
rat the meeting. She said that
| upon the request of the city, the |
| Fur Rendezvous would be held
at the Ninth Avenue Park Strip
next year instead of downtown,
its traditional location.

_.She said the dates will be
Feb. 19-28. *

Press Club members also
| heard addresses by Mrs. Lowell
Thomas Jr., Jack' White, who
urged the électioWThomae to
| Congress, and Ha&)’érd Pollock,
| Republican = candidate for the
state Senate. . i

Chris Von Imhof, station
manager for SAS, told the
[ group of his firm’s plans to pro-
mote Alaska tourism throughi
the newly-granted stopover|
iprivileges in Anchorage. |
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A board of ixrvestlgahon will meet in the Federal

Building at 9 am. today to determine the circum- | | b

stances smmmdwg
“Sirrah” and the U.
Inle& Mmday; “ ;

J. F umn Cm
and Cmdr, R. F. Hor
COMMANQp ug rn
said yesterd mt the
has_its work qug qut for
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" The ﬁag:;lry whlch was ordered b;
of the 7th Coast Guard Di

& x
in
123 of thc cougﬁmg.
' Capt. R.

an Rayacich
abeck.

the colhslon of the Dutch tanker
S. tanker “Santa Maria” in Cook

Room #———

beck
board
it.

There have i&lﬁ‘ “many con-

flxctmg 1deaa ’6 what
|did occur li :
said. A

i “\", i

beheved—-e v

to dQ wheu,
collided Cgmmandei- H’
said that ths‘ “Slq'ah”

erating behind schc;lulg t,she

' “H ‘both. !lﬂss were to be
T

really

'Cqmmander

thex
eck

*\op 7

was due to dod; at 4:30 pm,

M was

fsgl:
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& The huge oﬂ tanker “Slf-l

. rah” may hm been a ship .,
o ﬁ“unwag-,hed" when she eol-4
~ lided with a second tanker,,hr'

1 of 4& siruck, the captain snapped two
 {ill-starred “Sa“’ MW orders—"“left full rudder” m.iﬁ“w&s laying ' hose on the

Cock Inlet Mon
ing to the testir
seaman at the

Ys accord‘-‘
of the

' when the two shbc hit, \qi §

‘- ‘Seaman 'George\‘tJ Sklis
soid that just before the o
lision, he heard the capﬁh

yell: “Why is there no one q:t

that bridge?” i,

'The 41lyear-old seaman-lﬁimi
Oakland, Calif., gave his" taﬂ,t
mony at the opening session

" of a Coast Guard hearing

'the crash’ that injured

crewmen from the “S anta|
“*Maria” andmed the hie Os
Sk

a third.

A RETIRE
21 years s
haired seama:

cise account of those fate

moments before the fuel-lo
tenkers collided, sendmgn a
m:.lshro% cloud of smoke an
fire spiralmx into the sky 3
Cook Inlet:date Monday afte
"mm‘ {w tﬂkl piJ o

ﬂ’e tesh%’};at he came |‘
W«tch that noon at 3
Jmi: ahead, “sta.r-

ff %;ard” he saw qn-

)t ere were thx;ae
to hi aelf at the time—the cag
" tain of the ‘“Santa Maria,” Ci

| more orders, “right full rudﬁ
ng “full astern,” in an appar-| ¢/ IMha& colopful account of the
" effort to' maneuver his ship| collision, Rodrigues said he was
%6 !that  the oncoming tanker|on the winch when he looked

"

7 the commafdant

istrict shortly after the collision

at|stricken sh

is

MARSTO‘?E

ight do just”
0SS ’Ehe “Santa Maria’s”
—Sklivis said he heard
eun?say “Oh, my God.”

“ahead full” As it ‘became
ently apparent that
! '5\ would hit, he gave

‘would  miss him on the sterh.

n hearing.

an with 18 years .e

eck laying hose, testified tha
shen he first spotted 'the “Sn'
ah,” she was “about a hundr

blique angle” to her.

“IT LOOKED to me,” he sai
{'as if the other vessel was ap

S

)ﬁe said ‘also that he heg
wa short: blasts on the whisgh

then seconds later, a third blz

Md‘mated that he couﬁ;

Austin,. T

pL. We,'but that he didn’t %
: ‘ 2 g4 ! 4‘.
‘the secoﬁd '.%maég Ll

W that “v?f" searched
f ‘and found no evidence

1 L% he was in hxl*uarters "

Prigns  hes G NE

BB il " men  trom %he| A7
“Santa Maria,” including bdat-| #He said he ran across the

d g o ’,'h ain’s mate George C. Mar- deck to observe’ the shipls ap-
terday to. fix respons1b111ty"!@ égon Setitlod duung the “EEES’ p,mach and noticed the anchor

1 |
‘Marston, a barrel-ches sea- " 8 ;|

erience SAID  that ﬂm’e sl'ig “was{
t sea and who was on the well kil (tha

eet” off and that the “Santal threshing the wa
aria” was sitting at 311 stern just before the collision.

proachmg us because he was “&"ﬂdh* ‘!ﬂ&i burning.”

th_«m ships . hit' (as,

Sigger—the captaé.. gave

: Aﬁ* ’6 A .: L "" .'-'. % ‘

he said, “he would *ﬁlvo to be
;| % goner.” ®

i _DAVID RODRIGUES, an able
-seaman from Pacifica, Calif,

“Satita Maria’s” port side when

| He'saw ' the ”‘Slr!ﬁ" approach-
M‘ sols be mun - 008

s the ‘deck and saw “this
} %ﬁr ship inaknf{ the scene.”

out “with ttemendous strain
on it 4

ﬂm st t s, |
1 baeh)eddhng) and with gestic-
ulations, the neaman dg}nonr
strated . how the - was
Cat its |

|- After the shxm hit, Rogmgues
: 2id,  “The other vessel pulled
umy from us, we st burn-

e ‘fire follo
“it wa's
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