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FEDERAI. MARITIME Commissioner George Henry Hearn hears
the city’s side of the dispute with the Military Sea Transport
Service over preferential berthing rights granted:
Service, Inc. Mayor Elmer ‘Rasmuson (back fo camera
explains the situation, (Daily News vhoto)

nr

PORT ENGINEER John Strout chacks the prog--
ress on construction of a giant ice bumper
which port officials hope will protect the
temporary  petroleum-oil-lubricant  facility
from the potentially damaging ice chunks

_ “I have a feel for your
“sition,” ““Federal  Mariti

' Commissioner George Henry
Hearn told the City Council
yesterday concerning the port
berthing dispute with the
' military.

Hearn made the stabem

steel cable.

dispute revolves

Ubetween Sea-Land Serviee,
Ine. and the port giving Sea-
Land preferential berthing
rights ‘twe. days .a. week. in
return for a“guaranteed an-
nual minimum payment. The
Military Sea Transport Serv-
ice has filed a letter of ques-
tion with the FMC maintain-
ing the Sea-Land agreement

wsxrouid hamper MSTS ‘opera-

tions.

s

o flqated in by the ﬂdes The bumper is over
100 feet long, weighs about 40 tons and is
made from surplus and donated materials.

It will be held in place by a half a mile of

(Daily -News photo)

yesteu;day

,oharge of mnegligence was issued agamst the
captain and pilot of the ill-fated “SS Santa Maria”
by the Coast Guard at the end of a flve-day hearing

‘The charge, if substant1ated could result in the revo-

cation or suspension of the marine licenses-of Capt. Austin
P. Tomter, 63-year-old sklpper of the “Santa Maria” and

s Port Position Backed

| ‘3. The
<around a pending agreement

Hearn recommended that

the city present its case to

- the FMC in an infopmal man-

ner prior ifoithe seheduling of

any hearing. Hes8aid a letter

to © commissionivs members
would do the job.w

He also sugges\t‘éd that a

soiution be sought before the .

matter came up for hearing.

‘At the" re‘&'ﬁest of Mayor
‘Eimer Rasmuson, Hearn said

he would check thh W'ashmg-'
ton on the status of the dispute |
—whether san ' official protest ‘

has been filed by MSTS.

“r

I feel
Hearn - said.

very - sympathetie;

ferring to Sea-

Port
| Wally Mal
jout “our co
|Land), the
itself.”

AT PRESENT,

call in port about once a month,
according «to port operations| /
- MSTS

cargo
shipments and its tankers use
the petroleum-oil-lubricant fa-
cility which is not included in
the Sea-Land agreement, Wal-

manager Don Walters.
has discontinued  dry

ters added.

.

If a hegrmg ig fmally held 5

Hearn jsaid heqwould try t
range to have it in Anchos
It would be conducted by al
hearing examiner and. would |

not be be ~whole cem-
mission, he d. § . v i

Hearn also dxscu»ed the pro- |
posed FMC. rate schedule inves- |

tigation of “ Alaska trade.
He termed g aska shipping
dlona with Puerto Rico shipping
the “bxg probﬁme in coastal
freéight. services: He estimated
that the study would take from
10 months to a year.

e

The largest vessel ever to use
Port of Anchorage municipal
terminal faeilities was schedul-
ed to dock this afternoon.

Standard Oil’s Chevron Trans-
porter, 625 feet in length, was
to tie up at - the tezmmal It
is one of
to call atmpbrt the rem er

of this

Because of her length and
weight, the..;Transportm' is un-
loading at the municipal
terminal rather than the petro-
leum dock. The fanker is 25 feet

longer than the terminal dock.
Th: 28,276ton tanker Was

built at Sparro,ws Point, /Md., |'

in 1950. Her total capacity is
210,012 barrels of fuel; she is|.

carrying 160,000 barrels of avia-|*

tion turbine fuel on this trip. The

cargo was taken aboard at)!

Ay

“We. can’t discour- |
age the one carrier which will |
gwe this service,” he added, re- |

Chairman ]

gt vt
drier (Sea- |

not pay for

MSTS vessels |
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20of his pxlot Robert Kam-
dron. C?‘-

The charge '8 issued yes-
terday aga the two captains
by Cmdr !‘ ‘Hornbeck,
officer in '¢ha g& of’the Coast

Guard Marme Inspectlon Office
here. : t
FWQDHER

THE nn&nn;ﬁ .was initiated
by the Coast,/Guard last Wed-
nesday to fix responsibility in
the firey collision of the Dutch-
owned tanker “Sirrah” and the
“Santa Maria” in Cook Inlet a

week ago, V' ¥

A final hcaru;z on the matter
will be conducted. by a eivilian
hearing examiner: in Anchorage
at 10 a.m, Nov. 12.

The Coast Guard has hearing
examiners in Seattle, San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles and “one
of these will probably be as-
signed to the case,” according to
Commander Hornbeck. .

CMDR. HORNBECK pointed
out “this does mot necessarily
mean the Coast Guard has now
concluded that the sole fault
of the collision, hes with the

“The three-man Marme Board
of Investigation which investi-
gated the casualfy
submit its repc
mandant of the
review and appr

and recommendatior the
board will be
addition to the

i 2 Pty e

- Concerning the officers
‘charged with neghgence, the
glarme Board a rised thc 17th

t Guard Di

er, Rear Adm.
that there “appeared _probable
cause for preferment of charges
against the above two licensed

officers.” =
Admiral Syron ?e.!erred the

matter to the Officer
Marine Inspection, in in
age for administrati
ing.
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ATCITY ’S DOCK TODAY

Aruba in the Netherlands. West

accordmg to port a:ec

Captain 0. Rolh is the M-
ron Transporter’s master.uiih

-Unloading operations mnﬁnue l

!

he -state feuy

{ "'i

ing-on

Santa

. Crew members of the Ameri-
can - re Santa Maria
were to be the first to testify
on Mondays collision of two

Knik Arm accident today.

The ‘Santa Maria and the
stered Sirrah collided

om the Port of

Monday aftern

immediately swe,

but the crew of ﬂ'k

was able to maneu
their vessel from the turmo
and put out the fire.

The hearing on the accldent
was originally scheduled to be-
gin at 9 am. but was post-
poned until 1 p.m. in order to
allow the b more time for

Capvt’ R. JF gma merchant
marine_safety officer with the
17th Coast :Guard District with

headquarters in Juneau, opened
thlilﬂavestlgatim with a state-
the purpoese - of
lich are expected

sugatlons who is
. from Juneau; and
lCmdr “R. F. Hornbeck, marine

HERE TO lNVESTlGA'TE‘ CQLLISION

’Twoﬁflcﬂs with the 17th Coast Guard Disti ~ ‘t Ca t. R. J. Fug )
‘marine safety officer, and Cmdr. Dan Ra e

1nspeat1%over details prior to the

sion of the tankers Sirrah @ | Sa
beck, mﬁltatloned in Anchorage, is al 0,00, the
testuno& é afternoon. g 8

Maria Crewmen Te 5

On Collision Of Oil Tan';_

inspection officer and port cap-
tain for Anchorage.

Crew members of both vessels
are to be called during the

icer in chargg
; o! board of investige

oaded tankers as a|course of the investigation, Ray-|
Us. CoastGuird board of inves- acich said. The Sirrah crew is

tigation opened; its probe of the still a

As the Sirrah

in the collision, the captain de-| 3
cided, not t~ chance ‘movement |of ‘the legal fii

the Port of : inchorage when

T h e| Howard-LeGras,

e| gation.

Gn Berthmg -

Maritime Commis-
| sioner Geor, earn has rec-
ommended that the City of An-
chorage make its position known
to the commission in the pref-
erential berthing hassle between
Sea-Land Service, Inc., and the
Military Sea Transport Service.
Hearn, meeting Monday after-
noon with members of the city
council and the port commis-
sion, said he would check .with
his commission to determine the |
Ftatus of the disagreement.

Federal

--The city has approved a con-

ct Witk Sea-Land which in-
dﬁd pteferentlal berthing
agreement This part, of the

contract is opmed by the mili-
tary which also seeks a prefer-
ential agreement at the Port of
Anchorage for military cargo

vessels.
“You are a pﬂfty to the con-
tract,” Hearn qﬁd “Your voice

Hearn said, a commission ex-
aminer probably would come to
Anchorage to- take testimony
| locally.
|- “The commissioner said he felf
it would [:e“?er to resolve the
-| question without the need for a
hearing w. could cause con-
: mderable
.| - He also. sketched in details of
¢| the commlwon rate study now
.|under way.
H said the study would take
“10 months to a year at the
earliest” to complete but that

r oum

" the commission-planned to make
reports on’ ﬁhdmgs as “it
|| goes alongy”’

|| He term “a‘in'iestic' freight
'Irates to Alaska and 10
“|Rico a “problem, then
that Puerto Rico has the

fit of more competitppn than
Alaska has enjoyed.

| the Duteh dﬂpdm' s




