TRANSPORTATION

A new era began for Alaska during 1963 with the start of
the Marine Highway System of ferries from Prince Rupert,
British Columbia, to Haines and Skagway via Ketchikan,
Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka and Juneau. The first of three
new 352-foot passenger and vehicle ferries went into regular
service in April, and by July traffic had passed preliminary
estimates projected to 1966. During the winter, additional
staterooms are being built on all three ships.

Bv the end of November, the new ferries had carried
78,883 passengers and 14,951 vehicles for first-year revenues

close to $1.6 million.

The ferry Chilkat, which formerly plied between Juneau,
Haines and Skagway, now provides service between Valdez
and Cordova for the first time. A fourth new ferry, launched
in December, will begin regular service between Homer and

Kodiak in mid-1964.

New developments in commercial shipping also took
place. Puget Sound-Alaska Van Line launched two rail-car
barges with a capacity of 72 rail cars to connect with the
Alaska Railroad at Whittier.
nounced plans to modify two of its freighters for motor vans
exclusively. Each ship would carry 175 vans between Seattle,
Seward and the Port of Anchorage.
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Mayor Elmer Rasmuson has

requested that Anchorage
Port Commissi are a re-
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New construction of $14,309,552 was re-
corded, including 217 single family residences,
57 duplexes, 27 multi-family dwellings and an
addition to the Anchorage-Westward Hotel.

U. S. Government expenditures for military
construction in the area came to $22 million
with another $2.3 million spent on various civil

projects.

The Port of Anchorage marked a substantial
increase in its third year of operation, handling
193,000 tons of cargo compared with 98,000
tons in 1962. One of the biggest jobs was un-
loading 314 tons of steel beams, some 120 feet
long, for the new Knik-Matanuska Bridge
whose $6.3 million contract is the largest single
road project the state has yet awarded. A study
to determine the need for additional pier facili-

ties is now bemg sought by port authorltles

Councﬂ Ups
Bond Issue

One of five bond issue propo-

sitions which go to voters
March 9 has'been upped from
$500,000 to $750,000 by the An-
chorage Councxl

The fund§ ‘are sought for ex-
pansion of the dry cargo section
of the Port'of Anchorage munic-
ipal termi

The mcrézme in the general
obligation bonding proposal will
allow for truck turnaround on
a proposed 150-foot north exten-
sion of the port dock:

Of the five bond issues, two
deal with the port. One is the
increased ,000 for the north
extension, the other a $1,750,000
general obligation bonding, is
for construction of a permanent
petroleum dock.

The other bond issues are for
park uses, the fire department
and the li )

addltlon to being
designated. the day upon which

voters approve or turn
down the ‘five issues at the
polls, is day set by the

Anchorage*@ity Council for sale
of $4.4 million in bonds which
voters already have approved.

These are general obli ation
issues for off-street ps 3
street improvements and sani-
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I last night

The. City (
approved a Comm;sswn |
recommgﬁd ycrease
the propqsed zxpansnon

program by § ,009

The recommend‘a‘hon apprdv-

ed by the councif provided for |
the additional ‘fands’ 4o be
applied to the' planned morth
extension of the city ‘dock.”The
funds would cover ‘eonstriiction
of a “turn around” for trucks

The alteratig the expan-
sion plan ‘wash W
_representatives of the img
industry who said provisions
for a “drive through” or’turn
around * ~area eﬁzﬂ

THE rolt gpanslon pro-
gram calls for ‘a $1.75 million
petroleum facﬂlty and”ﬁﬁﬁ 000
for extension of the di’y cargo
dock. : s T

Both 1tems wal bg subn‘ntted
to the voters™ if ﬂarch 9, when
the  city W111 ?36 a' b&nd elec-
tion. L Ay

The council Jlast mght ap-
pointed the/! Seattle firm of
Marshall andiMeyer’ to 'act as
financial consultant for the
proposed” $4, bond sale,
which cofnbmes"!: e port, park-
ing, . '§ eet and _sewer bond.. A
decisi on | a bond at‘fo
for’ the sale was post;
until next Tuesday’s meeting.
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up protecﬁon for the

of Anchorage industrial

park scepe of a -gdlsasterol;s

ouse fire Saﬁzgiay, is on

the wlpg boards now, Fire

Chief Victor Bemaseoni said to-
day, . .

Bernasconi said- the city plans
to purchase a pumper truck
carrying foam equipment if vot-
ers approve a department bond-
“issue March'9.
| was just a matter of tim-
‘Bernasconi said. “We got

 before we got the equip-

h city fire trueks

pr in the port area were
too ' to permit effectlve use
of fog equipment i

Ll;ed (‘:;(1)1l l{plcle?r.txeumsto

mma&. w’mnmmg- W% ,

ry~fog-equi mem"lﬁmﬂn
oil ﬁms,;Be:Pnasc'&n d wg
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the military, the National Guard
and International Airport de-|marshal
partments - was credited with
containing the raging fuel-fed
flames. :

Bernasconi said the fire de-
partment was forced to sacri-
fice the huge 600-foot long
Standard Oil Co. warehouse in
order to save the tank farm.

The blaze, uricontrolled for
three hours, spread a pall of
black smoke over the city.

It was blamed on a broken
élrlnp casing which sprayed gas-

e arouhd part of the wari-‘ .

use, A spark- evidently ignit-
ed the fuel.
"Unotﬁcxal estimates set dam
aggn about $400,000.
e
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ty cans ofsgemcentrated fire fightmg foam lay. A
todayﬂxid th@eﬂd remains of the Standard Oi

m warehouse, center of th

BTG %s%’g had beedt 38the

g;uhalf million dollar fire in port tank farm area Satur-

the foam cont;entrate was

ey factor in controlling the blaze.

?m- Use of 5,810 gallons of :
Is ﬁgmg Plann ed

Womos. it :
Foam equipment furnished byrﬁs working under Bryan
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land, the city’s deputy fire
, began operating early

this month
Bernasconi said the need for

additional fire protection in the

port industrial area has -

and equlpment were
the north end of. fte

during Saturday’s fire, it

[would have been moved. into| "
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Local Tenmﬁers Union driv-
ers will be;back on the job
.at the Port of Anchorage to-
. day w:nder terms of an agree-
Z ;. reached yesterday by
SMand Service, Inc., and
%ﬁmon. RS
Teturn to"work ends a
‘ work “stoppage which
unloading’ operations of
d’s “SS" Anchorage.”

o
The agreement which sent
roughly 55 Teamsters back to
work was pounded out in a
thi‘&”‘?lour meeting between
Jess"Carr, secr&iry-treasurer of

itles L. Hiltz-
‘Alaska divi-

PEBICIS

Locg’fﬂﬁs and'C
hem‘ier, Sea-
sion manager.

PART OF the delay in resolv-
ing the problem was an ap-
parent inability of the two
groups io agree on a meeting
place, The final agreement was
concluded at Teamsters’ Hall.

Russ Foehn of Sea-Land said
the agreement included a means
of handling future problems ve
prevent @ recurrence of the
work steppage.
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