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HOVERCRAFT COMING TO ALASKA

Julian Rice, left, Falrbanks attorney, and Lmy,,Landry, Anchorage bgsmgss -
man, dlsplay a model of tﬁe 18-passenger }Wraft their new co; i
n

will bring to Anchorage ‘month. The unique craiﬁmch

can skim over land or water in any weather eonditions, will be usedsin.a: 30-
day demonstration of its cargo and passenger transportmg capablhtm the
#

Cook Inlet area,

New Fzrm “’“_{Tells Plan's
“Hovercraft

For. Tﬁp

By ROBERT G. KNOX
Tin 5 Business Editor ©
An 18-passenger transportM
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in cooperation with Bell Aero-
systems, Inc., U.S. licensee for

ean skim over land or wata!!.’uaﬂhe unique’ Brltlsh-bullt craft.

60 miles ‘an hour — at might|:
‘or in zero-zero weather condi-
{tions — will start a 30-day dem-
{onstration operation from the
Port of Anchorage next month.

Skimmers, Inc., an Anchorage-
'based coaporatlon announced
iplans for the Cook Inlet hover-
craft demonstration at a press

liarry Landry, general man-
ager of Alaska Van and Stor-

‘age, Inc., and vice president of

operations of the newly-organiz-
ed corporation, said purpose of
the demonstration operation was
tot acquaint potential commer-
cial users — particularly the oil
industry — with the feasibility

conference held here Thursday|of this new type of cargo and

afternoon.

-

The demonstratlon, | passenger tr ansport
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Federal Ald

Help Finanz

In Clty Porl:v Area 3

A $476 000 grant to help
finance development of the

Industrial Park at

of Anchorage was- approv-
ed today by the E€onomic

Ac istra-
‘tﬁ’iths
s sppled

The money, to be match
ed by the city, will finance

the building of a water and san-
itary sewer system, paving of

Deve].g ent
tion, 1688 than' si
after t -_‘u.-ii

two port area roads,
building of ° a short
spur line 19 &di sl

The orig tmeation, sub-
mitted to the“agency March 8,
asked for $500,000 in matching
funds for the’ project. Broken
down, it included $160,000 for
architectural and 'engineering

W-lo OOQ “!or construc-

fees an
tion. D

Specﬁﬁ;afly, it ‘was originally
expected that $515,000 would be
er line construc-
“for sanitary sew-
ers, $113,000 for street paving,|.
and $43,000 for the spur line.

The railroad spur line would
connect to the. existing track
which ends near the Shell Oil
would extend to

?g‘ka ‘The line
e (easier access
Various in-
Park area.

used for w
tion, $127,

from th ”Port to'
dustrial firms in
Streets to be paved a
Road and Tidewater Roa
Intermediate  gravel

roads:« 1:a. m

William - manager
of the city m , said to-

day that Anchot matching
funds will prima ‘come from |
the $750,000 bond  was ap-| -

$476,000 Grant Will

construc-
tion on Gul 11 gd Terminal

!'0]ett
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|
the Port

and the
raitroad

Port
, with|

proved by city ~for " con-|

struction of -a port fire fighting

*plan. The mclusmn..d,.new wa-

te;il f;:lhtles in the

wi a pagt an
e v

pleted by 'year s

construction ‘ season,” Duynsla-

ger said. “It should
90 days for the aw.

e about
ing of the

contracts, plus six to eight
months for construction.

“Work possibly could start
late in April and be completed
by about October,” he said.

starting Aug. 15 will be m

tian Rice, Fairbanks attorney
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Landry said the commerclal
charter operation Skimmers,
Inc., plans here would use two

transporting 18 passengers or a
five-ton freight payload.

““This would be the first hoy-
ercraft commercial charter op-
eration in the United States —
or anywhere in the Western
Hemisphere,” Landry said.

“However, hovercraft are in

both commercial and military | Bel
use in England and Europe and
the military is using them in
Viet Nam,” Landry said. ‘“There
<is also one experimental ferry|
|service now in operation in San|
Francisco running between the
city and the airports.”
]‘ While the corporation is plan-
‘ning prineipally on commercial
| carger charter operatlons for the
presen&-gt also envisions other
| possible. uses when a giant new
model of the hovercraft comes
{into use. This new model, cur-
rently under construction, would
be capable of transporting 250
passengers and 40 vehicles op-
erating as a large, fast. sea-land
|ferry.

!- Describmg the hovercraft, Jul-

‘who is Skimmers’ vice presi-
dent for administration, said it
is “‘neither fish nor fowl — it’s
not a frue airplane or a true
Jboat — it’s just a new type of
* transport.

“A hovercraft is nothing more
than a powered vehicle which
contains “within a flexible skirt
attached to the hull of the ve-
hicle, a cushion of air,” Rice

be eqm;pe(.il with lights f01 night

operation) All 18 passenger seats ;
will be rémovable to- mvlde a

of the hovercraft capable of cargo configuration. a3,

e hovercraft to hl! usﬁl’ﬂhr
the de

Dro

mmm'aboaﬁ&
85foot rail éaﬂ“f!m assem

ation - her® will be dir ected
gg:‘&m ns, ehief pilot for |
The corporation officials said
the demonstration trips will be

}conducted from the Port of An-
chorage and the firm is hopeful
negotiations will be icompleted
to provide a permanent base in
the city’s port area,

Wallace E. Martens, chairman
of the port commissien, said the
commission was most impress-
ed by a briefing it @eceived on
the propvsed hovereraft opera-
tion.

“There is little doubt in our
minds that this new vehicle will
be a tremendous assist to the
Port of Anchorage and the en-
tire community,”” Martens said.

“Basically the véssel will imr
prove transportation in the area,
assisting the exploration of out
natural resources, and develop-
ment of presently isolated lands
across the inlet. This high- speu
service will be on a year-roun|
basis over water, land or ice.
Additionally, the vessel's poten-
tial in search and rescue cases
or fire cannot be discounted.

“We believe the initiative of
| this company’s officers in bring-
ing this new service to.Anchor-

said. ““The cushion of air causes
the vehicle: to rise a slight dis-|
tance. abewe the surface of the|
catly — land, sea, ice, snow,|

mud, fundra or whatever — and
skim along the s

“In “other ™ -
can drive, ride or fly, as you
wish, over any of these ferrains.

“We believe introduetion of
hovercraft in Alaska will revo-
lutionize the transportation in-
dustry particularly - in . these
areas previously unaccessible by
conventional modes of transpor-
tation.”

Rice said the hovercraft to be

to operate under ‘‘zero-zero”
conditions. ‘‘Weather, for all
practical purposes, will be no
obstacle in our operation,” he
said.

The American yersion of the

crease its power. uses a.
1,000-horsepower jet turbine en-
gine driving both a four-bladed
variable-pitch prope ler for pro-
pulsion and the" huge
fan ‘which provides"

Landry fsald tﬁ%@ uﬁtri;;% con-
‘servative igures the sport
‘would ‘fravel at 60 miles an
'hour with four hours endurance.
The craft used here will have
a radar operator aboard in ad-
dmon to the “drlver end will

g

Is Comp

aid Swa&

The construc

The site had to be

- v

be.

|introduced here will be equipped -

equxpmmﬁ tcday ‘and should

begin driving . piling
new m by, %Jweekend

has the. contra m id thel}
new dock,, fo; er dredging

the site. firm ‘which ||
.|originally the cq&tractl
i/ could not do the work. e,

before thg plle dnvmg

PR

age will have a far-reaching ef-
||fect in keeping with the growth
1of our port and the eity itself.
Consequently, the commission
is very pleased that the com-
pany’s officers have decided to
use the port of Anchorage as its

tion to Landry and Riee, are
two Washington State busmess-
meny who have wide business
sts. in Alagka, including

Vs nd . Storage, Inc.

at of ‘5~.a. ers, .Inc. is
] former U.S.
m.{;Washington; -and
K-is secretary-treas-

-
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V-Anchorage Daily an, Thersaay, August | 'ls 1966
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Dredging on rth_e site of th:‘ /
FEagge
tensi n completed, |
according to Russ Painter, as-

sxstaqt,mfdxrectog“ -

-Gener-
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for the
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_|eign ships may pay as much
||as $4,000 more for hull insur-

||D. P. Gillette,: chaieman, and

‘| ence ‘of Japan.
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HOVERCRAFT ARRIVES AT CITY PORT

:véhicle to de used in a 30-day dém-
tion here startlng later this month is current-
g assembled in the city port area. Sklmmers,
local corporation, brought the craft here in
cooperation with Bell Aerosystems, Inc.,, to demon-

‘sengers in ﬂge Cook 1 et area.
ive, po nts

strate its cqpabxhtl
Bell represg

Anchoragc Daﬂy Tinuw‘dnudar. Aug. 17, 1966

Japan,gse Firm

The new service, if use
beneficial to the port as well as\
Alaskan contractors, merchants
and consumers,” he said.
Japanese interest in the pos-!
sibilities of buying Alaskan
coal, iron and lumber products;
is high, said Martens,; who re-,
turned recently from a trade
development frip to Tokyo.

Conversely, the Japanese are
interested in supplying cars,
pipe, structural steel, plywood,
electronic equipment and other
goods to Alaska, he said.

The K Line (Kawasaki Kisen

|Kaiska Ltd.) presently runs

ships to Anchorage on an ir-
regular basis, whenever enough
cargo will justify a ftrip.

The announcement of a defi-
nite schedule comn‘utmqnt by

S. Ooota, @nager f the com
pany s liner s num
one, “is the lpost mant de-
velopment Martens

said.
The shlppmg sehedule for..th
line will. be announced m.

winter. a0 £
The Fort Commission ghai'r
man:/said the Japanese were
“very ‘eager to meet with us,
to the 'point that they were

calling on us before we eould
|call ‘o them, once they learned
we were in Tokyo.” \

the West Coast ﬂ’fthe United
States was dlscusq@ at another
meetmg e :

The Alaskan group met with

Takehito Sato, manager and as-
sistant to the chairman, of the
Trans-Pacific Freight Confer-

“It was m'i out that for-

ance to come into an Alaskan

port than it costs to enter other

| West Coast ports Martens‘
said, »
“Anchorage is 1500 miles

closer .to Japan.than Seattle.
should. be lower, ot
or- higher than other

,Idn :) ,

S y of ~the"
1m ormnce of du-ect personal’
contacts with the Japanese as
a means to developing “ihe
| tremendous t of trade
‘I that eould enerated.f
\« With Marte e Portilon
| missioner William Besser - and

.Gal_Jacobson,’ p @eamn -
| ﬁfnl alf.

/{ sultant. from Los

By ALLAN ADASIAK
Times Staff Write ;

ng‘hntlcma&d s@a{d prove very

Big Crane In Service
At Port of Anchorage

Ceremonies were held at the Port

* Alaska Construction July-Aug.'66

of Anchorage June 10 marking startup
of one of the world’s largest gantry
cranes which will speed loading and
unloading of container ships operated
by Sea-Land Service, Inc. on its Alaska
service.

The specially-built crane,was demgn—
ed and constructed by Pacific Coast
Engineering Co., Alaméﬁa California.
The 400-ton structurp .was _ shipped in
sections by barge from Alameda to
Anchorage, where it was erected by
Bigge Drayage Co., San Leandro, Cal-
ifornia.

Leased by the Port of Anchorage to
Sea-Land, the huge crane is used for
simultaneous loading and unloading of

35- and 40-ft. highway trailers weighing
27-Y tons each at a rate of up to 40
vans per hour. Previous facilities had
a maximum rate of 14 vans per hour.
Use of the crane eliminates shipboard
cranes and permits sfowing trailers
three deep on deck, boosting the capa-
city of Sea-Land’s trailerships.

.

-Anchorage Daily News, Tuesday, August 2, 1966
o
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tension

May Begm Soon

extension _
mid-month, the
| Port Commission has

| Loreh Louﬁ;uryj memb&t
of the port’s consulting engin-

eering firm, gave the commis- |

sion a,run-down on dredging
opeﬁﬁons_whlch must be com-
pleted before construction
work¥%en the dock can begin.

kﬁﬁdﬁske 10 to 13 days
to remév?kemammg 16,000
cubic yards of material that
must be dredged frorrLthe area,
Lounsbury said.

Allowing time to convert the
dredging equipment so that it
can be used to drive piling,
work could begin by Aug 17,
the engineer said.

SWALL - Generalyy,
firm which will build the

signed an agreement with the
city to clear the area when

‘the dredging firm which held -

\the contract was unablectaiido
ithe work. m
- Commissioners meeting#last
nght heard A. E. Harned, port
td.xrec'cor,w gepgf’g that 1966 reve-

ConstructxolL.ﬂL.theJmi..nues from the port and the in-
k_|dustrial park would exceed

at oﬂgmally ahtxcxpated by
240

and that
perations
manager ar ice manager—
be created instead. =

THE commission agreed to
boost the annuaLksalary of the
assistant port. director  from
$12,828" budgeted to $15,000.

It also approve& sendmg a
member of the commission and
either the port ‘director or his

assistant to the Pacific Cogst !

Association of Porg Authorities
port management seminar in
San Francisco in'ySeptember
and two members of the com-
€ mission to Japan on a trade
development ftrip later this
month.

, Anchor agg:[)aﬂy

rdredgmg will resume at the
#Port of Anchorage Wednesday.
i This time the work will be

.job of building a $2.4 million

m. ms—

”Begms ﬁgmh

Swallmgvcﬁferal
_Construction Firm
To Handle Prolect

After a three-week stall,

dorie by Swalling- General Con-
struction Co., the firm whose

north dock extension at the port
was delayed when dredging
stopped in June.

A" work-order change in the
Swalling-General contract that

will permit redging to be
done at $5,650°4 ‘day comes be-
fore the City cil tonight.

Acting City " Manager Karl
Walter Jr. said today the firm
is already setting up its three-
yard clam hucket and large
boom at the port so it can be-
gin work Wednesday.

The proposition before the
City Council when it meets at
7:30 p.m. in the chambers of
the Loussac Library calls for a
maximum expenditure of $205,-
000 for the dredging work.

Walter = estimated that the
dredging needed to drive the
piles ‘for the north dock could
be completed “within 30 days,
based on conservative produc-
tion figures.”

The Comps:of Engineers has
said,it will hold, Pacific Marine
Constructors of Seattle ,in de-
fault of the $400,000 part of its
contract with them for dredging
the Anchorage port area. .

Pacific Marine  ceased work|
after it encounth"‘%d bottom con-
ditions. reporte be too hard
for its equipment to handle.

of the Port
our cost for

City Coi ;
Swallmgu(lxyeneral’ ay in get-
ting started woukl greatly
reduced, if not € %i

The contract for jilding the
\north dodc: ﬁue “al Julétls
startmg cw or
'has made t:’ote of the costs he
will run up by having men and
equipment standing by if he can-
not start wo{k on time.

assurance that the city will be
able to recover the $5,650 a day
cost we will be paying to have
Swalhni do the dredging,” Wal--
ter sai

He said

hoped some ar-
uld be made with
.Engineers, which
ging contract fo
Pacific Marine Constructors.
“The Corps of Engineers is
currently negotiating with other
firms on the dredging ]ob he
said, and may hire sor 3
do the work which
er Swalling-Gener
cavated enough to
for the morth dock.
Swalling-General
having a larger “cla
five-yard bucket ship ‘
.chorage trom Portland, Ore., in
lorder to speed the%.dredgmgl
work
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