vacuum pump shell is lJowered onto three “spuds.”
The spuds, when in place at the rear of the dredge,
will enable the entire dredge to swing into position
and even “walk” forward.

Aro;md Labor Day By North Dock

By Pmb MASON
Times Staff Writer
The Manson - Osberg dredge
Husky II has arrived in Cook

Inlet from I-i(l)m and is under-
going altera preparation
for the long-a .,'. dging of
the port area.

Listed as top priority is the
dredging of the waters in front
of the new North dock, which
has held up pile-driving and con-
struction for several months.

The waiefs ont of thle re-
cently - compléted petroleum
dock  will be dredged, al-

lowing ‘g of that area
by petroleum tankers.

usky . arrived Monday
'perat.wns began im-

med ¥ re the vessel
for , k_here. The altera-
tions . not expected to be
co “until r Day, ac-

cordmé to Corps of Engineers
Project Engineer Dean Dewey.

The m alteration ~which

needs to be made is the ex-
tension of the dredge’s “lad-
der,” which takes the dredging
\apparatus to the ground level.

A 100-foot extension ladder is
being welded to the regular
frame, and this ‘work, along
with the installation of ‘addition-
al vacuum pipes, is expected to
take about two weeks.

In addition, a new pump shell
must he installed, replacing the
one which is well worn from the
Homer work.

The joint construction firm .of
Swalhng-Geneml@ ich is un-
der contract for the building of
the North dock, used a clam
shell dredge over past sev-
eral weeks {0 P_rentﬁéﬁ enqsﬁqgh
material to drive piles.and be-
gin, construction. .

long, and the additional 225 feet
will be handled by the Husky,

the Husky fo dredge appro

e company.
dredged an area about 475 feet.

Dewey said that he. expecis

mately 4,000 yardssof matenal in a sweeping motion. The
per day. The work Should take‘dredge swings om rear-position-
approximately two months to ed “spuds,” which can be mov-
complete. } ed to allow the entire dredge
“We hope to beat the ice this to “walk” along the inlet bot-
year,” Dewey said. ‘“‘The:con-|tom.. 2 alW e
tract calls.for completion by the | Larke rocks. or. pieces of de-
first of December, but we sheuld | bris which me caught in the
be done long before that if ice suction pipe must be pried out
conditions are in our favor.” |by hand or, rarely, blasted out, |
Dewey said the Husky will according to Dewey. A grate is
dredge materials to 33% feet)Situated at the mOf the plpe‘
from the low water level— lessen the possibility of large

70 feet from high tide. |Objects getting caught. |
The Manson'= Osherg 'dredge

A Iarge round drill-like apa-
F 4 (was called.to Anchorage when
®a laced at'the end of thelit" 5y ag found that the Pacific
dre “ladder,” Botated by a{Marine Constructors. dredge was

1,400 horsepower engine. The unable to scratch the surface of |
dnll loosens: tt;e materials on Cook Inlet.

the bott&&l of the infét, enabling!|” After negotiations with Hom-
the silt'and debris to be- suckédler, Seward and the companies,

up throtgh a giant suction “pipe Mwon‘- Osberg agreed to
and spewed out some 1,000 f |dredge in Anchorage before go-|
Ay lintto the ‘deeper Watérs“of ing to its*next-scheduled work

@ inlet) "
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and ithe . dock. .

TS X
dock was made useable only by p{acmg
a breasting barge at the dock face to
hold unloading tankers off into deep
wlater Completion of the dredghw;;‘l‘l.
allow tankers to berth alongside
(Daily Newsohatn\-
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Hovercrdft Amares All

By ROBERT G. KNOX 'tire. But that flat tire is the,

| Thursday, August

95, 1966 Anchorage Daily Times

’?Skzmmer Makes Debut

Thmos Busingss Editer secret of the whole thing A
| The igventor must have rubberized nylon skirt which is
11\.‘1 Al WhHER he kept inflated by a giants en-
dreamed up the bovercraft. iclosed fan and givet the ve-
| Here's & vebicle et ses take"hide an air cushion on which
| {it rides.
| anywhere — over mud or ; -

'sea or foam — and do it with| YU get aboard walking up a
speed and comfort. If you can't F3MP through a nose hatch and
quite believe it you just have to the vehicle loses any resemb-
take one ride fo be convinced.|l@nce to ap aircraft. The seats
| A lot of Anchorage residents|3r® Pus-type benches — no seat
| were, convinced Wednesday aft- :belts n'eeded — and th passen- |
|&noon during the opening day|
‘d a 30-day demonstration period |
{here for the unmique machine. |
"I‘he hovercraft was brought|
[north by its U.8. licensee, Bell
Aerogystems, Inc., and alor'ally
|bud firm Skimmers Inc.,
duwnonstrbiteh its capnbllmes fur - T
| hauling both cargo and passen- YT o 7
|ger| in the Cook Inlet grea f %{ﬁg‘?p
| At first glance, the hover

‘\craft roosting on the mudflats

{behind the city port doesn't

‘seem too impressive. Sort of

\round and fat it has twin rud-

ders and a pusher propeller

aloft i the rear. It squats on
jwhet sppears te be a giant flat, i

mrx A DG O%8. 7 Hilp | oA

gers sit with the crew. The[sound much like a prop jet rZ”

skipper (he's called an 'pera-,a.nd the skirt starts to infi.

tor or driver, rot a pilot) sits|Incidentally, the ncise level is

to the right with a radar opera-!low and vou can talk in nermal

tor across the aisle. tones whule the craft is in op-
With the hatch closed it takes ! eration.

just a minute to windup the Then — effortlescly the !
1,000-horsepower gas turbine en- hovercraft starts to me.e and
gine which drives hoth the push- you experience a new sensa
cleaner®in reverse that keeps tion riding ir  One Bel
you floating on a cushion of engineer prooably gave the best
air. description of that sensation
The prgme I‘]d}w* a M‘vrmg “You feel iike re riding on
big low-pressure ties lts just!

(like having a Cadillac that can
(take you over any type of ter
‘rajn"Y

You literally skim over the.

(mudflats and out over the wa-
{ters of the inlet. The operator

i hour over the tops of the waves
I‘hevtw no bumps — just that

+boat, the whole thing is a little
difficult to believe.

lover the flats and lands on

of f again the craft swings
iaround in its own distance for
"the return trip.

Out over the water the opera
tor shows what would happen
iif the engine should fail. He
leuts the switch and the ma-
ichine gradually settles down un-
[til it floats gently on the waves
"It's not a craft which will erash
and if necessary can be taxied
along the water rather than rid-
{ing its cushion of air.

Approaching the port area
again the machine scared up
flocks of seagulls and some
ducks that took off in fright at
this strange monster invading
their domain. They weren't
alone in their wonder: A heli-

dipped down in circles for a
closer look.

Then the craft skimmed. back
up over the mudfiats and land-
ed again on its gravel pad.,The
only thing you can say against
the demonstration ride is that
it was just too short. One pas-
senger summed it up as he got
out of the hatch

“It's just the only way to go.’

Imtorag AL ol ni HF ‘ & b
rREPMIm FOR INLET JOB el o

A éﬁ% is welded aboard a J. Ra ‘Mgﬁermgﬂ and

chora 01 ‘port where it is bemg pre

Co. bérge th‘ 2 qu

red ‘for laying of a new oi d Very
pipeling in Cook Inlet. The pipe will be fed through the rollers in_for ]
and thxqugh a stmger which will carry Mo the inlet floor :
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its contx;act to
the delays,

r after
defaulted on
bor. Bef

1966 |increases the speed and now |
3 {you're traveling at 60 miles an

Cadillac ride. If wyouve ev ery
bucked the waves traveiing over:
to Pt. MNcKenzie in a smali!

In what seems like saconds .
i the other shore looms ahead and
i the operator skims the craft up,

{that now deflating tire, Taking

copter wheeled overhead and

L



