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MORE DOCI<ING SPACE FOR SHIPS AT ALASI<A'S PO.RT OF ANCHORAGE 
ASK AN ARDEN T civic booster in on Knik Arm of Cook Inlet, a slate-

An chorage, Ala ska, about hi s city gray body of water that leads to An-
and he will tell you, among other chorage from the Gtllf of Alaska. Here, 

thln gs, that (1 ) geographi cally, Anchor- men of M-K are building a 271-fuot-
age lies as far west as Honol ulu- and lon g addition to a cargo dock that will 
as far north as 1-fel sinki , that (2 ) the give it a total length of more than 
clim ate in An chorage is actually mild- 1,000 feet and permit two ocean- goin g 
er than many outsiders realize, and , ships to unload simultaneously. The 
that (3) An chorage was only a tent construction program is being performed 
town littl e more than 50 years ago for thtl City of Anchorage under a con-
when i t ca me into exi stence with the tract awarded in .May, 1968. 
start of constru ction on the Alaska Sixty-nin tl feet in width, the duck ex-
Ra ilroad and toda y is a thoroughly ten sion will have a poured-in-place 
mod ern r ity o f some 1.10,000. And . a concrete deck slab that is 12 inches 
true booster will add that Anchorage -.thick and is criss-crossed with 36-fii';-h 
is continuin g to grow. cunnete beams that al so are bein g 

One site of growth and progess is at poured in place. Supportin g th e der k 
thf' r it y"s own municipal purl fa cility and cro.os beams is a veritabl e [() rest 
ABO I'E, u•;FT. rorgo rrnnP (IP/1) "" P;.-i•ting rlnrk /ramP• ,.j..,,. n/ pilPrlrirPr 
at n·ork on 271-fool dnck Pxleusion: RIGHT. forms are prt>part>fl alop piliug 
for concreiP <leek 12 indu>.< thick n·ith .~6-inch l><>oms. BEI,OJT'. /,EFT. port fa
cilit')- Ctlll ht>rt/1 .iihip up to 20.000 ton.'~. lt'ill hondle tf('O .rohip!O rf'hPn doC'k i'" 
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of heavy steel pipe piles- 195 of th em 
in all , totalin g nearly 20,000 lineal feel 
in length (more than three mil es ). 
These stout underpinnings arc of three 
different diameters - 20. 24 a nd 42 
inches. Some are being driven as fric
tion-type piling and some as bearing 
type. The fri ction piles ran ge from 130 
to 170 feet in length and the bearing piles 
a re approxim atPiy 8!1 feet. in length. Six 
parallel rows are being hammered into 
the muddy bottom of Knik Arm in ver
tical alignm ent and one row is being 
driven on a steep slant sea ward as bat
tel; piling for added stabilit y against 
winter icc loads, earthquake and sid<'
motion from shit)S nudging th e doc k 
~tructurc . The row of batter piles and 
th e outer (seaward) row uf,vertica l 
piles are being compl etely fill ed with 
concrete after they are in position. A II 
the other pil es a re being fill ed with 
sand after being pumped out to a depth 
15 feet below mud-lin e. 
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Pile-driving opera tion s are handl ed 
from a barge and are being carrird nn 
around the clock , oeven days a week. to 
help push the project toward anti c ipa t
ed completion before oncoming winter. 
At night, a laser beam stationed 700 feet 
away on shore is used to guide the 
alignment of each pil e as it is driven. 
In daylight hours, conventional tran sit 
methods are employed. Associated Di v
ers. Inc., of Anchorage, is performing 
the pile-driving work under a subcon
trad from .M-K. Directing the over-all 
operation s as M-K project manager is 
Ru,.>ell Hopkins. with John Hem1ans 
as projec t engineer and C. P. Middlctnn 
as business mana ge r. The engineering 
firm of Tipctt s, Abbott , Mc Carthy & 
Strattnn is in charge of design and 
('onstru ct ion su pcrvision for 1 he City of 
Anc horage, with Edward Fila as resi
dent en gineer a nd Tetsu Yasuda as de
sign engineer of this newest addition to 
th e Anchorage waterfront. I@ 

fiJ(JJ f~-. :deum luuurru~r tlri•·,~s pitt, u·itll 32.500-fool-fJOlltlfl,.., of t•tu,q.:;.- per blow . 
/'ill'.< arl' 20. 24 0111/ 42 iuc/JP.< in dianll'll'r, /JtAJJif. nwtori:<•d framl' rolaleo 
10-/ool lrn{!ths o/ piliu{! /win{! ll'l'ltlrtl iuto a .<iu{!ll' pilr 130 /1!<'1 long. 

REI~nrr. 1~~-,.,~r. t"~il,.,..: nrP ali~:netl rt'itlr hand rdnclH~s nud ""eli!'·",. arr• u·t•ltiPd It• 
thf" piiP . ..: tn ~>uppnrt rfpc/.t· fnrrn ... : RU~IIT. Ol'Pr-nll deu· o/ barpe-muu nltrtl 
/Jilrtfrirl'r at u·ork on lhr tlock fJ_,·tt•nl(iun. ~ix lines ntH'Iror lllf' n·orlt bnrge. 


