Alaska Industry February/1970

63

Thui'sdgy, anuaryfﬂ, 1970 A

Bethel’s Boat

2

Gets Heavy Criticism e

Approval of a small boat
harbor project for Bethel by
the U. S. Congress has brought
some severe criticism of the
move from Anchorage Port
Commission members.

The $664,200 project —
including some half million.

dollars of federal involvement '

— was approved Dec. 30 by
Congress and was announced
Monday by the Washington
office of Sen. Ted Stevens.

Anchorage Port Commission
member Bob Logan said the
federal government was “not
being realistic about the vital
projects for the good of the
state,” and said that shipping
hazards in Cook Inlet should
deserve priority over a small
boat harbor in Bethel, a fishing
community with a population
of around 1,300.

Logan said Bethel would be
able to use its harbor “a
maximum of five months.a

year,” while he noted that

Anchorage is “a12-month port
for ocean-going vessels.”

The Port Commission had
recommended a study of a

the welfare of Alaska as a
whole, there’s something very
wrong in the system of
priority project allocations.”

“We were told that public
money was very tight in
Washington, and we could not
‘expect any immediate funds
for removal of the (Cook
Inlet) shoal,”” Logan
continued. “We have been
given $20,000 to investigate the
shoal, but that is not enough
to even get started.

““This is a darn good
indication of the thinking
back there,” he said. “They
(Congress) are not being
realistic about the vital
projects for the good of the
state.”

Port Director Davis said that
depth of the inlet near the
shoal area is getting shallower.
“I’m sure the Corps hasonly a

certain' amount of money to
be spent in Alaska,and to that
extent funding, of other
projects in the state would be
detrimental to the Inlet
study.” \ |

Commissioner - Logan said
the project was “shocking,”
and = that ‘‘the Port of
Anchorage — with ocean going
traffic year around — should
have a priority. Bethel has five
months a year maximum use
of its port.”

Commissioner Kowalski said
the Bethel project was “a
convenience-type thing, If it is
their livelihood (the port), it
would be something else, of
course.

“I am real unhappy about it
(the project approval). I'm
more interested in getting the
rock out of here,” he said.
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Davis new

Anchorage Port head

E. Erwin Davis has been named to
the post of Port Director at the Port of

Anchorage, Alaska. Davis joined the
Port Staff as Operations Manager in
1966 and was named Assistant Port
Director in April 1967. The new Port
Director is a 1956 graduate of Gonzaga
University in Spokane, Washington.
Davis has been continuously employed
in the transportation industry since
leaving school, having served in a man-
agement capacity for several surface
carriers. O

shoal in Cook Inlet near the
Anchorage port that has
scraped the bottoms out of
five or six ships” and caused,
he estimated, some $4 million
damage. The U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers had been granted
some $20,000 for a study of the
shoal in December.

Port Director Erwin Davis
also expressed disappointment
at the Congressional approval.
“The Port Commission is'
disappointed to see a sizeable
amount of money going
someplace else,” he said. “We
feel we have a greater need,
and we haven’t been successful :
in getting the hazards taken
careof.” :

Commissioner Wallace
Martens agreed that the
shipping hazards were more
important, in his opinion, than
work in the Bethel area, and
Commissioner Albert
Kowalski said he feared
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trailer without too much
strain. .. i
The operator of the crane
capkwgo;g@ﬂi,;r e height and
speed of both the cab and the
platform, and, said Barry,
“when they get used toit,” he
- said, “operators can move the
platform up and the cab back
at the same time. It really
becomes efficient.”

So I tried my hand at
operating $900,000 worth of
machinery, weighing over 300
tons, and able to life tall
bulidings (if they weigh less
than 50,000 pounds) in a single
bound. .

I must admit, a Charger with
a four-speed transmission it
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S (Unfortu-
ort of Anchorage,

PORT COMMISSION -
DEFEATS LEASE BID |

The third time wasn’t the per month, and outside °

‘up what no other reporter at

‘the newspaper would: thelong §

ladder to the top of the new
~ container crane at the port.
- Sure, looking at it from the

wasn’t. But it was an exciting
ride, especially when you take
the cab io the end of theboom
and all you can see through the

approval of the project could
delay money for the Cook
Inlet study.

“The rock (Cook Inlet shoal)

charm last night. Just the
| opposite.
The third time the Hightide
Marine Lease Amendment
- came before the Anchorage

storage rates to five cents per
foot per month;

— Heard an explanation of
approval of a proposal by the
City Council of insurance

i ground it isn’t all that glass under your feet is keeps getting worse . and  Port Commission for action, it  coverage for the port:
‘:gormidablq:'Looking' atit from 4 :'l};)atlfg. lcgla :I?:k above a 'Z"o‘:’ﬁ’i ssf!ég‘;vsa:ftkloﬁld. -};I(; lllg was defeated. The previous — %& nd ; p ;;ro ved
the secondstory windows at / 113'61 e};}ng i eg.with L s thig th;‘:‘) (the two times it had receivéd no construction of two
it Wich s where' th.e { f tu lt's eqovgl?nor which 6 shoal) hlo' We’ve ;cg>t to action from the comnjssion. 50,000-barrel and one
boss sits whep he looksatit,it » [ | PR g 4 et s K g 5 8 The lessee had asked for 30,000-barrel tanks to be built at
“lookstiny. ows it down and stops i eliminate it one ‘way or et B0 his & :

.. But from the top of the
120-foot-high 'crane looking
down, it’s formidable. It
dwarfs ships that_ brave the
Pacific Ocean. And it scared
me.

But_once I finally grabbed
the bettom rung of the ladder,
I couldn’t turn back. And to
make it worse, I had ajguide
who mustt have beefi’ half
mountain goat, the way he

i practically ran up the ladders

ddidn’t seem to worry that

the Ross would be steaming if I

collegted on that insurance
policy he’s just giver: me.

Mel Barry is his name. He
works tor the city’s Municipal

masses of cable that were
coiling all over, or get
electrocuted by touching the
‘wrong wire.

Ididn’t —somehow.

So the crane power plant —

‘Charger It Wasn’t

storiesin theair, looking down
on pavement and a couple of
miniscule semis.

The “cab” is a fiberglass and
glass structure, about big
enough to handle two men,
although only one can sit
down at a time. It’s equipped
with a small, and almost —
understandable control board,
a fire extinguisher, a two-way
radio, and emergency shutoff
switches that can shuai down
the crane. The eitite front
portion is glass/~ just plain
glass, it lookermike to me none
of this Al Cypone glass that

down unnecessary.

The platform hooks into
small holes in the four top
corners of the trailers, locks,
then lifts them to the chasis of
the truck waiting on the dock.

within a certain amount of
distance from either end of the
boom.

It’s totally safe, unless, like
me, you have palpitations when
you go on a ferris wheel.

Except, Barry said, that the

“cab isn’t supposed to be able

to run into the platform. The
platform. - whick & & 3qJ0
thrcugh controls in the cab,
can be raised to a height equal
with the cab. “If you start the
cab suddenly forward,” he
said, “you can run into the
platform.

‘“When the other crane came,
they told me it was impossible.
So I got up there, started the

handrails.

“It’s totally safe,” Barry
said. “This kind of walkway
just is a little springy.” I
relaxed, and took my almost

paralyzed hands off the .

Phase 2 of the Port of
Anchorage’s Terminal 2 will

 INCLUDES 2nd ROAD

Davis said he ;éitpects the
new extension to receive

another. It would tgke up to
seven years to get it through.”
The shoal problem all started
after the 194 earthquake. Soon
after the quake, a ship coming -
through the inlet hit a rock
submerged about 12 feet under

" the surface. Four or five other

L R

ships have since reported
hitting a rock in the same area.
The Port of Anchorage in 194
attempted to get funds for a
study prior to removal of the
hazard.

The port had been granted
funds in 1%9, but a federal
spending cutback eliminated

them. Then in December, -

Congress announced the $20,000

suggested that “If we are going
to put money around the
country this way, and not pay

_any attention to ports vital to

allow Hightide Marine \to
' operate a dock taking only
“oddsized”  cargo  from
Northland Marine and Dravo
companies.

Commission member Bob
"Logan opposed approval of
. the amendment, saying that
" “everything is odd-sized n W,
| except containers.” He sNd
the city had poured ou
' money to support the Port of
' Anchorage facilities, and said
approval of the request would
:But on “an unfavorable light
with the taxpayer,” and that
“at this particular time I don’t
 think it is acceptable,”

However, Hightide attorney

Davis said.

The motion was defeated
‘““with the right for
reconsideration at a later
date” added on by Martens.
Hightide would also have the

the port.

A

Sea Land,
Union Will
Hold Talks

Sea Land Service has
received a copy of a
longshoremen’s proposal to
operate a second container
crane at the Port of Anchorage
which has been idle since its
arrival.

ight Department won’t breax even if hit witha = cab forward, and ran right into £ grant to the Corps of Marv Frankel saj “But,” Sea Land’s Ernie s
ll;zlgthtn;xig}:i(:\v:e;nd pdid the bazooka. This is the kind of the platform. Broke the glass Engineers for a preliminary ! would up'l;,fomd a'fh:er(;?cc;f Webp said, “‘everything else
electrical work in the cranes stuff, I thought to myself, that in front.” study. It was half of the - e’ hot looking for remains the same.” The crane,

' when they were built. cracks when you hit a pebble. T had the proof I needed. I requested figure. ‘ ii’ﬁimpetition” with the city. Operable since Nov. 23, has not
The construction cost was It didn’t make me feel very didn’t ask him to show me The Bethel project had been {The dock would be set up been in use because
bout $1.9 million for the two secure. how the cab could run into a requested so that Native ‘ankel said, to handle carg(; longshoremen have refused to
! af(t)h . platform. residents of the town would be t conveni;nt for the city oPerateit.

oAszz‘ ‘.’ent i e But plates of glass on the To get out of the cab, you able to moor their fishing i ek’s facilitios. It wouh}i’ Webb said longshoremen and
" ladd "g"the first leg of my floor are strong emough to g g g up with the ' boatsnearer to an AlaskaState ~ | gpy i o cents per ton S¢& Land representatives will
adder o g support the weight of a man, .o big bolts next to the FAST WORK AT CITY PORT Housing Authority : per get together on the proposal in
SR8, e warned me not Barry said. “Jump onit,” he seam on the left as you face i subdivision built there _}_mlo’aded R the S, *We hopes of ironing out
'_“’Ilg%k down. suggested. the water. Somehow I  Working together, the two Contain.  platform moves into position for r LR Y crant of fusd ﬁﬁenk‘:inztislf’lng for handouts of differences. Webb said he was
p;r;d"lxshouldn’t have. When  “I’ll passonthat,” I'said. 'm  managed. Then you can crawl er cranes unload containers lzrom | anothel,‘:.r..;kpad. Workxlr:)g dt:gse;ltiheirr; " has yet been made for the gomrﬁission member COnfident the matter would
e R t a ship sureltrusted him, but. .. up a ladder, across a walkway, the ship almost as fast as trucks on the two cranes can unloa p BétheF project, -Senator G o : not go 15 courtdolidl the
you're looking down at a ship ) e co;l o it as the dock can recdipe théfm: Above, about 18 kours *And from the 2 S office teported he allace Martens sald‘approval National Labor Relations

thee co}r:qtuers Ocefar:is’ ysvlilfi?l The “caby” througha mass 05 ::dip at thg tip of the boom the mass of a container starts down . - ,ground, tliey really don’t look that 1 expacts funds top ey ;);nthe amend,r’m,z[_nt t;:m" '%et Boaid

SE . or e, 4 cables lifts a trailersized © / ok he back of a waiting “high up:" e z g e revenue” for the city, oo
e sce g right over the water. to hook onto t : g - available for the project by : e o3 It’s a matter of whether we
w(\)"rzeég‘t’li‘n?t‘z)s‘t’géegh it i glatkform dthatfhct)&kcsk Sto ]EEZ’ gI‘he walkway is made outof  truck. Below,, the newer crane’s ® simie of noxt gy A :vn:u ls‘ziud stal::/ eH:gS}llltilg: dt(;]cal: (Sea Land) can Ketdh’ gk
on the crane that houses the tr?fcks e:res s(ént _ ju-st the Wires that are welded together federal government would otherwise ‘“quite obviously price,” he said. He added he
i i S i i i to form a type of diamond " S supply some $500,00 of the > i doesn’t feel the longshoremen
machinery for it, anci at least ¢paijor portion , without the skape, They ‘st tatsly- tele ‘ ) . 5 ot Rusded for the priect wt?ztbe coming into the Port ot ty et A

'y . o ’ . " S K s s g 5 £
zi%mgx(t)huflr; %?;tl iiodl;ddnn’ttezesi ;avoh f ili (zir c%:l;, orlvt?tehshlsttnec} but springy underfoot. I Friday, Febuiiary 20 19.70 Anchoragg D ?i!y T“{}ﬁﬁﬂ" € and the r?st would come out OT hngho;a gi't staff haq Settlementof the dispute.
my mind much to know I'd qnnections that lock together thought it was glvn}gway,all'l]d ClTY DOCK PR1 T b ek Bethel.s g fgnds. recommended denial of the ALortlg;horfeman Business
probably get pinched in the ;4 make chaining the cargo grabbed for dear life for the o k- & Commissioner. siogan request, Port Director Erwp, Agent Francis Grant was not

available for comment.

Webb declined to give details
of the proposal submitted by
the longshoremen. He said he
felt disclosure of details'in the
document might hamper

/ _ ; : A ‘ S e 4 Lt .2 TOTIER D g . : ttlement proceedings.
the massive engine that runs There, the platform disengages hapdralls. : : beglr_x this spring, and com- Immediate’’ use at its option of going directly to the ¢ r
o generators lt’hat move it — when the tl:ailer and chasis are “The only trouble w1t’},1 this pletion of the pProject is completion at th ‘.' 1d of the City Council for approval of The secon_d container cran:
;grted up,-and wemoved oVer . Jined up, and longshoremen on kind - of walkway,”” he ;fél;fgrl:]lgg before the end of summer seaso ssnbly,’ the amendment, although the 20 $850,000 piece of machinery,
£t k4 ’ ;o9 5, i

to the white “cab’ that hangs
underneath the boom.

the dock lock the trailer to the

continued, “is that you an’t

tell when it’s giving out: The

The additional work will

he suggested, by

ing equipmen

Port  commission’s -

has been licensed by the state

is with si : a1’ ©f‘Alaska and approved by Sea
1the chasis with simple locks. One : R ) give the port a second ac- Trans-Alaska Pi . - recommendation for. depial T > N
. Right "then we were eight mancouldlock down an entire S(r):gbegytplfe hg:;z l:fl?:gga}l,n I cess road. and will gy ag- Ky Py A‘;,._Sys must “also be sent fo- the and Service. NG
. ] Davis said the extension council.

I never should have said it,
but when he asked if I wanted
to run up to the top, the very
'top where the red lights and
the cables are connected, I said
I might as well. I've been
asking myself since why I said
that. . '

But he meant it. He did run
up to the top. That’s another
40 up from the.cab, which-was
eight stories from the ground.
There wasn’t much more to
see from up there except the
same old dizzying blur in my

" eyes. I did notice, though, that
the ship had gotten even
smaller. -

Then we: started the climb
down, the most rewarding

— 2

o}tlljﬂr 600 feet for berthing
S 18 ;

_ Kid for the project, total-
Ing some $2.2 million, is to
2g;) to the City Council Feb.

The broject calls for ex-

tension of the existing dock

and causeway, widening of |

the dock, and addition of a
stevedore shed on the ter-
minal. '

The extension of the dock,

Port Director Erwin<Davis |

said, would allow two ships

of the size berthing here |

now to be unloaded simulta-
neously.

“It will provide a berth |
for = hopefully — new |

clientelle,” he said.

Sea Land Service, Inc.,

“which uses the port’s facili.

ty-now, is to increase its

should help the port show an
Increase over the 1,592,742
tons of cargo handled
through the port in 1963,

In other action W th/e/

commission:

— Approved a 90-day
extension of preliminary plans
for Hightide Marine;

— Voted to retain its
consulting engineer, following
expiration of an agreement
between the city and the firm;

— Voted to increase inside
storage rates at the Port of
Anchorage to 25 cents per foot
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E. Erwin Davis has been nam
director for the Port of Anchorage.
g - He succeeds Rus-
sel Painter. Davis
joined the port
stafft in 1966 as
operations mana-
ger and was
named assistant
director a year la-
ter. He is a 1956
graduate of Gon-

DAVIS
zaga University in Spokane, Wash.

thingoftheday. . | |
I got down, and lookéd up at :

ked ship arrivals to two a week
the crane. “That doesn’t look

Davis, an Alaska resident since
next month, but would still

1962, has been in the transportation

high up,” I thought to be able to handle its cargo i e : : i
fgyseig “Itgvould b robfbl y be in the 600 feet of berth spage industry since graduating from col
y it now uses.

lege. He has served in a manage-
ment capacity for several surface
carriers.

exciting to climb up there.”. .””
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