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%ort Commission-Takes Steps
To Increase Facility Capacity

The Anchorage Port
Commission has taken several
steps in an attempt to increase
port facilities to handle an

The Port Commission, would
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outlay in the state budget for a
survey of a crossing of the
Knik Arm;

= To;get rid of the unsightly,
and hazardous, Ocean Dock
nuzzling next to the port’s $2
million petroleum dock;
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Port Work
Half Done

12 Anchorage Daily Times F

riday; May 22, 1970

' CEMENT SILOS GOING UP.. ...

ap__dHG'ygsum Company at the port industrial

& storage Silos to its complex. The sil-
70°000 barrels each, are scheduled for

A §2 million addition to the

Port of Anchorage is nearing
the halfway mark toward
completion, according to
Mayor George M. Sullivan.

The 800-foot dock extension,
whlch.will double the cargo
capgcxty of present port
facilities, is about half done.

Completion of the project is -

scheduled for October 31, 1970
according to the mayor. :

The mayor pointed to the

necessity ' of the
gxtension, with' a' 33 per cent
increase in port operations in

dock "

1969, and a 31 per cent increase .

so far this'year.

“About’ 50 jobs have been -

created with the new facility
and additional employment in; :
~several areas of the.
community ‘will follow
completion ‘of the dock
e)ifensiol!i,” Sullivan said. :
We have also been notified
that our ‘Overall Development ]
 Program designation as a. ‘
red_gvelopment area 'is being -
maintained and that we are |
qualified to submit projects ]
for Economic Development
Administration approval,”
Sullivan said. i :
Money for the dock project
from ‘a"'$1,185,000
Economic Dévelopment
Administration grant and a $1.2

million city b
ion ond
authorization, according to
~the mayor. \
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Ramp, Float, Pier
Contract Awarded
For Anchorage

The Alaska DiVision of
Water and Harbors has
awarded a contraet to Ram-
stad Construction Co. of’
Anchorage for construction
of a launching ramp, float
and pier for small boats
near the mouth of Ship
Creek in Anchorage.

© But the state _must first
‘receive a permit from the
“Alaska District of the U.S.
Corps of Engineers. * ]

. The engineers say, “The
determination as to whether
a permit will be issued will
be based on all factors re-
levant to the construction
on: . navigation, fish and
wildlife, water qualjty, eco-
‘nomics, conserv n, es-
thetics, recreatiofly’ water
supply, flood damage
prevention and eco§ystems.

The engineers will aiso
cogg@ler, “in general, the
‘needs ‘and welfare of the
“people.”
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completion during the summer con§t
workmen pour concrete into steel form

pads. The project cost

i

ruction season. Here,
s on two of the silo
is estimated at $700,000.
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New Shoal Ups

Inlet Surveys

K~ sounding survey
scheduled this summer for
the Knik Arm shoals is
turning out to be a bit more
difficult than originally
planned. Sam Farney, chief
of the planning and reports
pranch of the U.S. Army
Corps  of Engineers, said
that another shoal has
turned up in the inlet, near
the others that the corps
had known about previous-
ly. Farney said the shoal
was discovered about a
month ago by Sea Land
Captain Keith Collar. “‘It's
about seven miles from the
other shoal,” Farney said,
“and not connected with it
in any way. And it didn’t
cause him (Collar) ‘any
trouble, but the chart’s not
accurate in that area. It
creates a problem we’ve got
to look at.’’

The Corps of Engineers
received -a $110,000 grant
Wednesday, the first day of
the fiscal year, to begin
sounding surveys® of the
Knjk Arm portion of the
Cook Inlet.

The initial phase of the
survey will include a hydro-
graphic survey of the bot-
tom, together with collec-
fions of information regard-
ing types of material on the
bottom.

“On the basis of this infor-
mation,” Farney said, "‘we
can determine a tentative
plan of improvement. We
have to get more detailed
information to derive a final
' plan after the tentative plan
is determined. It will take
some more sounding work
. and 'materials investiga-
tion.”™’ i

But the new shoal will add
somewhat to the scope of
| the aperation. Since the 1964
earthquake, mariners inthe
Knik Arm have reported
shallow water between Fire
Island and the Susitna side
of the arm. Initially, only
one shoal was reported, but,
Fanry said, ¢hannels to the
north and south of it are

now also filling in. And now
the new shaol, unrelated to
the other, has been dis-
covered. 1

The first survey will cover
a fairly wide .area of Knik
Arm, he said. .

“From the information
attained the area whersswe
need more detailed informg-
tion will be narrowed and -
we can look more closely at".
it.”” The second shoal may
give the corps two areas to
focus on. £

What’s causing the shoal-
ing? “It might be the con-
tinuing ~ effect of the
earthquake here,” Farney
suggested. But no one 1S
quite sure. The survey may
determine that.

The shoaling problem has
beén bothersome, and more.
Knik Arm is shoaling to the
extent that mariners hesi-
tate to enter the port in less-
than-high tide waters, and-
several have scraped bot-
tom when the water depth
_in some areas reaches as lit-
tle as six feet clearance.
Many ships comey through
the inlet with a draw of
more than 20 feet
And the shoaling, Fagney
said, is at one of the narrow-
gst passages into the Port of
Anchorage, which could
turn the port into a half-tide
port, or' WoOrse. |
are generally centered in

the channel between Fire »
Susitna side -

Island and the
.of the inlet; The ships have
»to pass through theschanne!
ince the otherssideof the
Ji.land is little,gmore than
»ud flats.

* work on gathering

Al

“fiation on the shoals "Will
“B&iin as soon as, nmegotia-
\f?%r’m with contractors are
| T53hed. The project should
_ be ~ompleted:by the end ol ,
the _summer, -uniess thy
shodls - keep popping UM
Farney said. SRR
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Survey Of
Kmk Arm
-Shoals Set

“A sounding survey of the
~“Knik Arm shoal area will get
*~underway around July 1 in an
- effort to determine the extent

and composition of shoals.

“ “The study is being
““undertaken by the U.S. Army
Corp$ of Engineers, Hal
Farney, chief of the planning
““and reports branch, said. The
....corps hopes to complete the
preliminary survey this

. _summer.

“*“Gince the 1964 earthquake,
* thariners ‘in Knik Arm ‘have
wreported shallow water
...between Fire Island and the

Susitna side ‘of the arm.
*¢Tnitially only one shoal was
~yeported, but Farney said
...channels to the north and

south of it are p()fjv also filling
2kl i1 o s

"It is shoaling, to the extent
to make mariners hesitate to"
go through at low tide,” hé'

© Sald . g; : :.’ 4

..o The depth of the area at low

.. tide isabput 6 feet, and several

. mariners have . reported
low-tide - collisions iwith. the

.~underwater “roek.”

RS

* “Congress has authorized
~$110,000 for the preliminary.
~_study and most~of the final
~study of the area. Funds for
...the project will be available
Tduly 1.

sk

' Farney said the corps would
" make a sounding survey of a
\ ' one-square-mile area to

«determine bottem conditions

I and material, “analyze the
. findings and return for a more:
* detailed -survey of the
conditions.
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WE JOIN all the residents of
Anchorage in bursting with pride
every time the Anchorage port
makes good.

And that is quite often because

the port has made good ever since
it was built.
The most recent burst of pride
came with the announcement by
the port commission of grand plans
for studies and expansion to keep
pace with the growing needs of this
community.

The pride is justified because

the port is a creature of the people
of this area, including this newspa-
per. £ ; o

“Oldtimers will recall the battles
and debates — something like those

on unification today — when it was
proposed to finance the port with

Point Of Prnde

Fip st ot o e [N
general obligation m tciﬁé‘f’bonds.
To make it most con roversial, the
proposition included a provision for

raisin%hmunicf_ 1 taxes if revenues
from the port’ failed to pay off the
bonds. ; [ 7

The bonds won approval. The
port was built. General funds had to
be used in the first few years to
help pay the bonds. But since then

the dock has become a profitable

venture. ;
. Trade and cdmmerce is our li-
feblood and the port has been of
great benefit to the city.

For a timé, after the 1964 ear-
thquake, it was the only port in
Southwestern Alaska serving 85 per
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cent of state’s population. That,
alone, &ldh@% justified building
o 2 'y i ’
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