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Same is‘visiting Anchorage Cocopa, a 19-year-old fleet ships are | ~ g acific, to the  Adak will be home.for the

ar East and Alaska, help-
g victims of natural disas-
- ters,

““"And although long-dist-
JAlance towing is the pirmary *
mission for this 205-foot

i (] shlp, she also tows targets
rifor fleet gunnery exercises
w1 and performs salva

tug that has seen action in mothball fleet, but no &

this week, but she won’t be

’ oper-
r_ ations. ]
4+ She is named 'mln~
i dian tribe, as al y
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allon-

ition to our 6,0
per-minute salvaget )
dllows us to aid j bouﬂ
ny distressed ship. &

Also aiding in res =i

tions is the more thaf per i
horsepower develoj A*by
the ships four diesel-eléétric
jengines. Lt. Cmdr: ‘RisA,
Crooks, commander ‘ofiithe
ship, says, “We can puillithe,
largest vessels seasily,mal-
though people often m: ‘
us with the much sm :
harbor tugs.” &3

The Cocopa
‘“‘hatches” to

during the open house urs
set from 1 to 5 pi'h
one forgot to meﬂd n'
local tides, which ¢

as much as 30feet ih 'ﬂck
areas.
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As a result the m a
was far below .the dqcl?
edge and v1sxtors wm,
ired to “slide’” the
ship’s ladder for aﬁook
around. But gefting back
ashore was little problem,
as most visitors were'so in-
trigued with the ship they

stayed long enough for tides
to rise.

Even though the Cocopa is
referred to as a tug, she
doesn’t even resemble
standard, harbor-bound
models. Sporting a displace-
tons and' a

FLEET TUG GETS ANCHORAGE VISITORS

'@ The veteran fleet tug Cocopa, ATF-
101, nearly missed its own open
house Wednesday, as tides dro

the pilot house, Times photogra-
pher Jim Martm caught visitors

ment of l 73
rs of the ship’s créw gn* " ' she’
 ship far below the ad% }; "&‘ as bow. Stpatsimd A @ /ith the jore
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him decorating it with some
lay cake. Denny will cele-
¥y on Saturday.

managed to ¢
- icing from the birth
brate his first birth

De r*ssrrels, son’ of
‘ GewSarrels, came toRth
anniversary celebration alls
sailor suit. Times photog
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USS Anchorage
To Be In Port-

i e g,
Probably no oné Will break a bottle
. of cb.ampi&g 8§ the face of the NCXt MOﬂM
"“dock, but a birthday cake hom a
to help oeiﬁiih 10th birthday of The - USS Aé‘(fck hndmg'

three-year-old
ship, will stop here Aug. 21 tg:
route from the Qnent to

the Port Mge today. -

m, including Ma-
v yor P+ e City Council,

Port Di in Davis, port offi- West Coast. e
. cials and o;fwt:siviic):0 Iw‘c)le;s A reception f°*£;l$nped
h : the port at 9:30 a.m. crew and passenge!

i :‘ wa“p the Anchorag@mun‘:“ p{

to wish the facility a happy 10th. by says its
the Navy Leaguey
f?’* " g sqme from the president, Jery ‘?'??cfﬁ(é‘imp
' y, which will tie up at The I‘Lage;ﬁ-zgfﬁcers v
at i-«p .m., coinciding with the carries It can carry

286 enlisted men.:
.an additional 31 31 officers and

e than 400' combat troops.
m'%:le ship couples awell deckt,
mezzanine d k and fligh
deck with a system of mm;{es‘i
allowing vehicles to be load
by boat, crane or helicopter. ’

The ship will remain mﬂpol:te :
through Aug. 2. 1t will .
open to ‘the pubhc from

5p m., A“g ﬂt.o25
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s wnththemgmtarm ncly
. five-member Port Commissi
' Several local publishers
will receive awards |
help they have tender
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Nwm commander and
welcome him and his crow to

" tage Glacier and sightsecing.
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‘USS Cocopa and her sizable
_crew dut;ing the next three
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9:30 a.m. Thursday
ayor, City Council,
lals and civic leaders

the Port of
to celebrate the

d in the battles to
z “a port facility and
tched it grow, will be the
t y that it wasn’t easy,
but the'city did it.
‘ P.o;‘t ’_Blrector Erwin Davis
e Port Commission,

; compﬁud of Chairman Arne
,‘ lﬁl.imon, Wallace Martens,

' (Bob) Logan, Albert

b Kowalski and William O’Neil,

h’nv,e invited former port
local
»pubhshers and broadcasters
~ and the general public to cut
&he cake and help celebrate.

> Awards of recognition will
i,be presented to Robert B.

Atwood, Alvin O. Bramstedt,

are the at-sea

am classes for 200 cadets

Gwrp

- On Friday the 200 cadets
will visit Ft. Richardson and
Flmendorf Air Force Base be-
fore leaving on a tour of Por-

in Anchorage.
At\330 p.m. Friday the .
commander, *Rear

a wreath on the Japanese Sol-.

" diers’ Graveyard at Ft. Rich-

ntdaen.‘

\

by the St

th Boaw Thw-d.u

= HIGH AND DRY AT LOW TiDE
nall boats are left a d by 1
iip Creek behind tﬁ:o hudxnlleryD:Iw L

lity was opened Wednesday
men of Pubhc Works. The City will oper

ty while the Corps of Engmeers conduc

Wﬂ-n
ate: Depart- gewilk
ate this mmmwmm <tographer Alice mﬂw

Robert Eemmg and Joe
O’Hearn for their continued
support of the port facility.

A special 10-year service
award will be presented to
Mrs. Henry (Eva) Tessier, the
only person employed at the
port since its opening.

Coinciding with these
festivities will be a visit froma
training squadron of the
Japanese Navy, scheduled to
dockat4 p.m.

Speeches by Mayor George
Sullivan, City Manager Robert
Sharp and other officials will
recall some of the past and
focus on the future of the
port, Davissaid.

That past dates back much
further than 10 years. The first
money tpe city. eve
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and their use " was much

‘debated, as the records show,
- .and no decision about the port

2 ‘'was made hastily.

construction of an $8 million
facility, including a general
cargo terminal and a
petroleum facility, began. The
project took two full years due
to trade union strikes and
other setbacks.

At that time the ports of
Seward and Whitter were the
main docks and all
merchandise to Anchorage
was shipped from those ports
to the city either by rail or
barge. This double handling of
goods resulted in higher prices
for the Anchorage consumer.

Said Davis, “The people of
Anchorage - built this port
without any committmentson
trade. They bet on the future
and it paid off.”’

After the p
1961, the city ad

nedin

to keep rates low and ""“*

In 1964 two thm.ih,uppemd
to boost the port. Sea Land
Freight Service Inc. made a
committment to bring 52ships
a year into the port along with
the most modern of cargo’
handling equipment.

The second event, the Good
Friday earthquake, caused
Anchorage #o suffer some
damage, but it played havoc
‘with the Seward and Whittier
ports and changed the traffic
pattern such that Anchorage
became the main Alaskan

p“Even if the quake had not
oceurred, the traffic pattern
would have changed, says
Davis. “With 60 per cent of the
market in Anchorage it is
cheaper to ship toﬂlly by
water.”
During the following years
_inereased steadily at
M anﬂ the city sought
T n. A long-term
gram designed

by rm called for
a sel cargo dock to
thi He first one. But
fird pair facility was

i adeessroads were added
an'riewf l'aﬂlmes installed.

te conveyed 366
wof ds to‘the city.
¢h

A gia erane whi

revolutionwed cargo handling, |

S 5y name,
m“t!t,.:ﬂed.ﬁ the -
wharf wasbegun.

 The portowas riding high, so ©
to speak,» and port officials ~
announcedythe facility would
be open on 4 year-round basis.
By 1967, through the efforts of

Commisgion Chairman

Wallace Martens and then Gov.
Walter Hickel the rates on
ocean- freight were reduced
under an agteement with:the
'D:m@mw Conferenee of
J‘m b8
r, tt was the harsh
Alahnuwlnher that took the
wind- eut: of everyones sails
when ice conditions in the
port dam the pilings of
the second dock beyond
Studies and litigation
took t,he better part of the
spring. Finally the City
Counci) decided to tear the
pilings ¢ ‘outand start anew with

nnopy

une 1967 all traces of the
wrecked dock were removed.
In February 1968 a new port
extension plan was
_unveiled. It would be 210 feet
long, cost $1.3 million and
accommodahe vessels of up to

35, otmons. w’"\ A

" aguisio:

ﬁls’ﬂﬁnit b
ﬁm

ge. The departmie
ﬂllowed and use is lfmltﬁw

picture, was taken by Times
copters of Alaska,
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In 1968 litigation concerning .
‘the ‘tidelands began and the
city won the first round. But

" the * federal vernment
“declared it would appeal the
decision.

By October 1968 the second -
dock was completed and talk |
of another extension began.
The port study was lengthened

to include 1990 and
development of the
surrounding acreage. -

Today the plans fbr

" expansion of the dock both to

the north and south are being
formulated. But the port has
many unsolved problems, such
as th® removal of ‘b
railroad dock that" ,'
crumbled eyesore i
harbor. Responsib

back and forth
railroad, Army
years and the §
no closer toda;
years ago,
spokesman.

The question
company

statewide port associati ]
facing the city'"and™™
commission toda)

next 10 years. :
But for tomorll:uw'hﬂﬂ Look
“‘everyone cgh sit back
at the 18 % W eport
d handled ‘




