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Alaska’s #1 Seaport:

The Port That
Grew in the
Wrong Place

Since the earliest times, the usual way of getting
to and from and around Alaska has been by boat.
People settled along the seacoasts and Interior
rivers, not just for the fishing, but to take advantage
of these watery highways for trade and travel.

Over the years, kayaks and umiaks and dugout
canoes gave way to old-style steamboats and river

barges, and finally to the big container ships and of coastline looking for the perfect place to develop Comf Korea, the municipality,

Say you were poking around Alaska’s 6,640 miles
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Thous of tons of Alaska coal will be headed for K —_
thx‘p\%h the Port of Anchorage — if a test shipment from grfr?ine
near Hedly proves satisfactory, according to municipal officials.

A contract containing far-reaching economic i icati i
exglicted $0 bb signed t%u's g c implications is

suifl i
A workman clears some coal bound for Korea at the Port of 'Ancht;r Wednasday.

Koreans test A
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“Kgfeans are interested in long-term reliabilit ” said Blai
Porter, a U.S. State Department specialist ony’foreign tt?atgg
working with the mayor’s office. ‘“They’re not interested in
buying by the shipload — they want to buy it (by the) year.”

The Anchorage Assembly was informed of the contract
Tuesday during an executive session. Municipal Press Officer
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super-tankers of today. And with the vessels, the Alaska's No. 1 seaport. You might have a checklist Usil

ports grew too.

Photos by Tom Sadowski

something like this to help you decide. Write a plus
(+) for “‘good” or a minus (-) for ‘‘not so good” by
each item:

The agreement will be carried out if a test loalcii

metric tons of coal, expected to be shipped i
satisfactery to the Kox?:;ns; said Jimp%e R Pecrbercnigig

Calm sheltered harbor.

Deep clear water close to shore.
Free of ice year-around.

Muddy shifting seabottom.
Strong tides and currents.

Ice sloshing in and out.

a tour of the port to find out.

transportation department. The test shipme
used for making cement.

If you put a plus by the first three items, you might
settle on any number of ports—Valdez, Ketchikan or
Seward, to name a few.

If you put a plus by the last three items (but you
probably didn’t), welcome to the Port of Anchorage!
So far as its natural environment is concerned, it
may be one of the most misplaced ports in the world.
Yet it has grown against all odds to become the sup-
ply center for 80 percent of Alaska's population.

How does it work? Why is it there? Alaska
Tidelines joined Ancherage 4-H Club members Mark
and Mike McDonald, Duane Taylor and Jamie Irwin,
and dock security officer Jackie Carr (left to right) on

~ Article continued on following page.

week between the Sun Eel Shippin
the Alaska Raih'oatil,)pang
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of 33,000

unn, head of the city’s
nt is expected to be

Kathy Madison said “‘several months of planning” have gone
into the first test shipment, with *‘careful attention given to the
economic feasibility- of the project, safety facters, handling
procedures and environmental concerns.” g

 Efforts to initiate export of the coal through the Port of

‘ uge were spearheaded
by ’%Bivan and Alaska
Railr ‘General Manager

Frank Jones, Madison said.

Estimates indicate nearly
100 new jobs in Southcentral
and Interior Alaska could be
created by the contract if the
test shipment proves success-
ful, Dunn

In additiom}’city officials are
hopeful Korean goods would be
channeled through Anchorage
on the ships bound here to pick
up coal.

“There are a lot of ripple
effects from this. We may not
have calculated all the poten-
tial benefits the port, the mu-
nicipality and the state will
accrue as a result of this,”
Dunn said.

The contract would necessi-
tate improvements at the port,
Dunn said, but the extent and
cost are undetermined.

Increased business could
mean fewer cost increases over
the next few years for other
port users, he said.

The state has long has prob-
lems marketing its coal.

‘‘Coal competes not only

against other coal but it com-
petes against other forms of
energy on a world-wide basis,”
Porter said. “There’s lots of
coal around. It's just a matter
of making Alaska coal as at-
tractive as possible to foreign
markets.” :

Porter said Koreans will
probably use large-scale im-
ports of Alaska coal for power
generation. W

Ports at Seward and Whitter |
are also capable of handling
the coal exports, Dunn said, but |
the cost to the Koreans would
be greater there because rail
charges would be higher. !

“Primarily, it’s just the eco-
nomics of our locations as to |
where the coal is,”” that pro-
vides Anchorage an advantage
over Seward and Whitter, Dunn
said.

A trade mission of Koreans
toured the state recently to
explore natural resources.

Korea has shown increased
interest in Alaska recently.
Last summer Korea became
the only foreign country to
permanently locate a consulate
general here.

| Saturday, December 20, 1960, The Anchorage Times

Coal freighter waits on icy Inlet

/ e shi
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by Bill Kossen
Times Writer  * . ;

JIce, not immigration officials,
may be what keeps a Yugoslavian
coal freighter from docking in An-

cho&ge this year.

ship was scheduled to arrive
Anchorage Friday afternoon to
' shipment of Alaska coal
to Korea. But it couldn’t
hrough the ice in Cook Inlet
imed back Friday, about 12
uth of Anchorage.
» night, the ship and crew
were anchored off Homer Spit and
waiting to see if the weather warms
up' enough to try another attempt,
which now appears unlikely, accord-
ing to Southwest Alaska Pilot’s Asso-
ciation’s Jack Epge,mon 4
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Port of Anchorage Manager Bill
McKinney said Sea-Land Service Co.
and Totem. vessels have been suc-
cessful sailing up Cook Inlet and may
possibly plow a path for the the
freighter Sava.

But the decision whether to try
again must be made by the master of
the ship, McKinney said.

“What he says, goes.”

Waiting out the cold snap may be
expensive, he added.

) “We may be in for a long, cold
/winter. It would cost the people
chartering the vessel (Sun Eel Ship-
ping Co., of Korea) a lot of money. I
don’t know how much,” McKinney
said.

The Sava and its 30 crewmen

were to stay in Anchorage during the
three or four-day loading operation
and then head out to sea for the two-
week trip to Seoul, Korea.

It was to be loaded here with
30,000 metric tons of coal mined
from the Usibelli coal mines near
Healy. If the coal meets Korean
standards, Ssang Yong Cement Co.,
Usibelli, Alaska Railroad and Sun
Eel Shipping Co. will negotiate a con-
tract for 500,000 metric tons of coal a
year for 10 years. A metric ton
equals 2,209 pounds.

About 100 jobs would be created:

by the long-term contract, most of
them local.

Because the Port of Anchorage
isn’t designated by the U.S. Coast
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ves Cook Inlet ice

Guard-as ‘a port-of-call for vessels
carrying a communist flag, there
was some concern last week that the
vessel wouldn’t be allowed to dock at
the port.

Crewman didn’t obtain visas for
entering the U.S. when the when the
Save left the People’s Republic of
China earlier this month.

But those problems were ironed
out, according to Gary Johnson, dep-
uty district director for the U.S. Im-
migration Service. He said immigra-
tion officials may waive the require-

.ment for visas for the crewmen. And

because Yugoslavia isn’t a commu-
nist-bloc country, its ships can land
at ports where other ships bearing
communist flags cannot, he added.

crossing the Gulf of Alaska. Winds of 80 miles per
- hour buffeted the ship and helped damage at least
“" seven containers on board. :

The Sea-Land container vessel Philadelphia ar-

ived at the Port of Anchor Sunday with an
e 2ORE OPTeE built up while

to load Alaskan coal for Korea

extra heavy load =
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Yugoslavian shi

by John Knowlton
Times Writer

Overcoming immigration obsta-
cles, a Yugoslavian freighter will ar-
rive at the Port of Anchorage this
week to load a test shipment of
Alaska coal and take it to Korea.

The freighter “Sava” and its 30
crewmen is scheduled to arrive Wed-
nesday, stay in Anchorage during the
three or four-day loading operation
and then head out to sea for the two-
week trip to Seoul, Korea. :

While here it will be loaded with
30,000 metric tons of coal mined

* from the Usibelli coal mines near

Healy. The shipment had been
planned for 33,000 tons but because
of the bulk of the coal, only 30,000
tons will fit into the freighter’s con-

tainers. ; 0
The coal will be tested in the

burners of Ssang Yong Cement Co.
in Seoul. If the test burn is success-
ful, Ssang Yong, Usibelli, Alaska
Railroad and Sun Eel Shipping Co. of
Korea will negotiate a contract for
500,000 metric tons of coal a year for
10 years. A metric ton is equal to
2,209 pounds.

The parties signed an agreement
Nov. 20 committing themselves to fu-
ture talks if the test burn is success-
ful. Earlier in November, Ssang
Yong signed a five-year contract
with a Colorado firm for delivery of
coal to its Seoul cement company.

The Alaska test shipment is ex-
pected to have a half million dollar
economic impact on the Anchorage

area, but the long-term contract
would mean an additional 100 jobs,
most of them local.

Because the Port of Anchorage
isn’t designated by the U.S. Coast
Guard as a port-of-call for vessels
carrying a communist flag, there
was some concern last week that the
vessel wouldn’t be allowed to dock at
the port.

In addition, the crewmen didn’t
obtain visas for entering the U.S.
when the “Sava” left the People’s
Republic of China earlier this month.

However, U.S. immigration and
port officials said today those prob-
lems have been overcome.

“It doesn’t appear that there will
be any problem for the vessel or the
crew,” Gary Johnson, deputy dis-

p coal

trict director for the U.S. Immigra-
tion Service, said today.

The arrival of the freighter “is
going to be a real good test of our
ability to handle coal,” said Port
Manager W. D. McKinney. He said
ice floes in Cook Inlet recently have
caused some difficulty for Sea-Land
and Totem vessels during docking
operations.

If the freighter does dock suc-
cessfully, it will take about three or
four days to load the coal.

.- The Yugoslavian freighter

i 'o‘
e oﬁm to South Ko-

rea, made its ‘'way to Anchor-

age ‘on'Sunday through ice-

ked Cook Inlet.

~The " ship, accompanied

hrough the inlet by the 180-foot
" Guard cutter “Sedge,”

d port shortly after 5
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It will take about 10 days to
load the coal from the Usibelli
Mines near Healy, according to
Kathy Madison, a municipal
gress officer. Loading began

unday night.
The , which had been

fumed back by ice on the inlet
in an earlier try, had been due
iniﬁnchorage Dec. 18, Madison -
P ;
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test shipment — the first export
of Alaska coal — will prove
satisfactory for the Koreans. -

A successful test shipment

could mean a contract with the

Koreans that would result in
thousands of tons of Alaska
coal headed for Korea through
the Port of Anchorage.

City estimates have indicat-

ed that nearly 100 new jobs in
Southcentral and Interior Alas-
ka could be created by such a
contract.

City leaders have also point-
ed to a possible ripple effect of
Korean goods being channeled
through Anchorage on ships
bound here to pick up coal.

A contract for the test ship-
ment was recently signed be-
tween the Sun Eel Shipping
Company of Seoul, Korea, the
municipality, the Alaska Rail-
roadand Usibelli Mines. =

Future agreements are ex-

to for the railroad
ship the coal from Healy to
Anchorage where it would be

loaded on ships at the Port of

- Anchorage.-




