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rowley Maritime to resume

Portland-Anchorage service

by Carl Gidlund
Times Business Writer 4
Monthly barge service between
Portland, Ore. and Anchorage will
resume “on a trial basis” Aug. 22 after
a five-year hiatus, according to
Crowley Maritime officials. '
“Our trade missions to Alaska have

set the climate for this and other busi- .

ness,” Portland Mayor Frank Ivancie
said Tuesday. “I’d estimate they’'ve
§enerated about $6-$8 million worth so
ar.”

The barge line’s Portland area sales
manager, Marty Richmond, didn’t dis-
pute the mayor, but he called the new
business ‘“a natural extension of our
current Alaska service.” '

In the past, contrary to virtually all

‘ other Alaska freight business, a

monthly Crowley barge has been -

hauled up empty from Portland, then

pulled back full. Its cargo is urea, a-

chemical " fertilizer manufactured in
Kenai Peninsula refineries.

But Crowley’s urea-hauling barge,
| the 396-by-80-foot “Oregon,” will now
be hauling freight north. -

According to Richmond, commodi-

ties targeted for transport on the cov-
ered barge include full truckloads of
lumber, plywood, particle board, rol-
ling stock — excluding autos — iron
and steel, machinery, building mate-
rials and prefabricated homes. 4
So far, only the August shipment and
another leaving Portland on Sept. 22
have been scheduled for the six- to
seven-day run northbound run. 1
Richmond said his firm’s freight

- rates will be the same as those charged

by Seattle shippers, 175 miles closer to
Alaska. Furthermore, those rates in-
clude delivery within the Anchorage
commercial zone, he said.

Richmond said Crowley was in the
northbound freight business from 1975
to 1978. “But we dropped it after the
pipeline was built. We just didn’t have
the business.” A

Invancie noted that Crowley was
represented in his Alaska trade mis-
sions, the first of which he led in the
fall of 1980, followed by a second last
December. e AL

“And last June, your governor
brought a delegation south. All of those

tween your state and our city.

‘restroom in the n

ago by a railroad employee
that he would have to move.
He was angered, he said, be-
cause he had been using

ka Railroad termina ,:Q ut he
was always carefull to empty
all the ashtrays and keep

papers off the floor of the
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got paid for that,” he

“In addition, about a year ago, one
of our port planners and I visited Val-

. dez for four to five days to give those
folks the benefit of our experience. Val-
dez now has a permanent full-time rep-

« resentative here studying our port op- -

erations.”

“The mayor said the Alaska connec-
‘tion benefits Portland manufacturers
. as well as shippers. “A $1.3-million pre-

fabricated school was just shipp:
of here to Little Diomede Island. It
built by Modern Building Syste:
Portland.” g

~ And he said Hoffman
Co., the contractor for

Petroleum Co.’s new $50 million build-

" ing, is a Portland firm.
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Ivancie said is so pleased with the
results of his previous missions that
he’s planning another, this one at the

end of September.

“Anchorage will be our headquar-
ters, and we’re thinking about a mini-

i

trade show there. Perhaps some of the
30 to 50 in the delegation also will at-

1 soul 3 tend your state chamber of commerce
contributed to the growing business be- meeting.” ' i
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