K DOWntown crossing opposed

by Annette Taylor
Times Business Writer
There’s no doubt in Bobby
| Parker’s mind that the life ex-
| pectancy of a Knik Arm bridge
crossing Downtown would be
only two years.

In his 40 years at sea, “I never
saw a bridge that a ship couldn’t
knock down,” Parker testified
Wednesday night at a public
hearing on the environmental ef-
fects of building a bridge across
Knik Arm to link Anchorage and
Point MacKenzie.

The two routing options under
consideration are a Downtown
access at Third Avenue and L
and I streets or an Elmendorf
Air Force Base access to the
Glenn Highway.

The joint hearing before the
state Department of Transporta-
tion and Public Facilities and the
Anchorage Planning and Zoning
Commission was held at the
Egan Civic & Convention Center.

Most of the _opposition
Wednesday night was not to the
bridge itself but to the Downtown

route because of navigational
hazards. A bridge near the PortThuys,
of Anchorage would pose to both%
commercial and recreational % v 84
vessels, a third of those testifying T
said. W

If a fuel tanker struck the
bridge while trying to maneuver
through ice to the Anchorage
port and caught fire, Parker
said, “Well, all you could do is
get some weenies.”

And if ships couldn’t get into
the port because of an accident

See Public, page A-12

Public airs concerns, doubts about

Downtown Knik bridge
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at the bridge, “you people in An-
chorage would run out of toilet
paper in a week,” Sea-Land
Capt. James Waters testified.

The two seamen were among
the 35 people who testified and
350 people who came to listen to
presentations by consultants who
prepared the environmental im-
pact statement on the Knik Arm
crossing.

The Anchorage Port Commis-
sion, Port of Anchorage and the
U.S. Coast Guard went on record
as opposing a Downtown access
route and, besides what Waters

mat-su news

and Parker said, noted that a
bridge would cause even more
heavy ice buildup than already
exists during the winter months.

Officials of Sea-Land and
Totem Ocean Trailer Express,
the two largest shippers serving
the state, previously have voiced
their opposition to a bridge
Downtown.

A Downtown bridge would be
a suspension bridge about three
miles long, connecting land
across the inlet to an interchange
system leading to both L Street
and Gambell Street. Estimated
cost is $743 million

A Downtown crossing would
mean a 15-minute drive from the
nearest suburb across Knik Arm.

An Elmendorf crossing would
mean a 30-minute drive.

A bridge at Elmendorf would
be a double-deck truss bridge
spanning 214 miles to north of
Green Lake on the base and then
to the Glenn Highway by way of
a new interchange near Muldoon
Road. Estimated cost is $547 mil-
Howy; < 15 :
The route " would swerve

around many base facilities but
would force relocation of two
Jmajor communications an-
tennas, which the Air Force esti-
mates would cost $89 million.

One alternative to building the
bridge is to do nothing else to im-
-prove traffic flow, consultants
said. But that alternative takes
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into account the staté’s plans,
now under way, to widen the
Glenn Highway to six lanes to
Eagle River and from there wid-
ening the road to four lanes to
the Parks Highway. No cost esti-
mates were available.

Another alternative calls for
widening the Glenn Highway to
six lanes all the way to the Parks
Highway and widening that road
to four lanes to Wasilla. The es-
timated cost is $57 million. -

" A third alternative is buying
three Hovercrafts to ferry peo-
ple and vehicles between Point
MacKenzie and Anchorage. The
"estimated cost is $227 million.

- The Hovercraft option drew
some support Wednesday as a
' more reasonable place to start.
Stuart Hall said other major cit-
ies, including San Francisco,
didn’t build their famous bridges
until aftey ferry operations could
no longer*handle all of the traffic.
" Most testified that some kind

.

of crossing was needed to open
up land for development, which
possibly - would reduce land
prices in Anchorage. Milburn
Tucker, a Point MacKenzie dairy
farmer speaking for most dairy
operators in that area, also noted
that a bridge was critical in keep-
ing a lid on product prices.

But several of those testifying
also were worried about increas- _
ing carbon monoxide levels and
displacing traffic congestion to
other areas of town.

“What does a 20-percent in-
crease on the I-L street couplet
really mean?”’ Sandra Wicks
said. “What does that mean in
the number of lanes we might
have to add or what it will do to
the greenbelt at Westchester La-
goon?”

Foremost in the minds of
many attending the hearing
Wednesday was how much a
Knik Arm bridge would cost and

-where would the money come

from. ' '.

A few people warned that poli- -
ticians may be pushing the Knik -
Arm crossing project simply be-
cause money burns holes in their
pockets. If they think they have
the money — whether it be state
or federal — “they want to spend
it,” Wicks said.

How the state would finance a
bridge is under study.

The Planning and Zoning
Commission will meet again at
7:30 p.m. Oct. 17 at 4600 DeBarr
Road.

The Resource Development
Council’s Knik Army study team
has scheduled 26 meetings in the
next three weeks also to look at
the economic feasibility of the
bridge and possible impacts.

The team’s draft report will
be presented to the council’s ex-
ecutive committee Oct. 17. The
final report will be released to
the public Oct. 22. ?
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burner. Because a Knik
crossing would be of re-
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the job of .Elanning a bridge wide, Dbenefit, legislators

i(x::;:(ils: Kni Arén ttg co&naect from other parts of the state
rage an e ta- might not look too ki n

nuska Vzﬁley. & podendid

It has put together len
feasibility studies, donegglyg
tensive work on environmen-
tal impact, considered alter-
native locations for the An-
chorage end of the bridge
and has even taken some
core samples from the bed
of the arm. g

shorting their own consti--
.tuents in favor of an expen-
sive Southcentral bridge.
The legislature has given
the state the authority to fi-
nance and operate public toll
facilities, which could in-
clude the bridge. But even
the biggest dreamers con-
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began in Downtown Anchor-
age it would be knocked

pointed. It’s up to the legisla-
ture to agree on how to fi-
nance the crossing.

room. The

It would be possible to dig years. The

into the state treasury an

land across the

arm is the most likely pros-
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_ There’s more to the down nesses would increase the
side. Cost estimates are in tax base of the valley.
the neighborhood of $550 mil- A crossing that would link
lion and the source of those Anchorage and MacKenzie
megabucks has not been pin- . Point has been talked about

for more than a quarter of a
century and the legislature
has flirted with funding it for

work of the en-

thusiastic team from DOT
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