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CHAIRMAN DISCUSSES GROWTH 

~anaimo Harbour Commission 
IS now 25 years old 

Nanaimo Harbour Commission 
celebrates its twenty-fifth anniver
sary this year. The Commission was 
established in 1961. 

N.H.C. Chairman Ted Stroyan 
says, "This year, 1986, marks the 
Silver anniversary of the Nanaimo 
Harbour Commission. It is a time to 
look ba~k briefly and to look ahead 
1n considerable depth. Both will be 
done . in this and future issues of 
Nana1mo Harbour News. 

" For now let us limit our 
backward glance to that of paying a 
warm, smcere tribute to those per
sons whose great foresight resulted 
m the formation of the Commission 
In 1961. 

"At the time of formation the 
N.H.C. operated two berths and an 
unpaved assembly area; it also ad
ministered water lot leases along 
Newcastle Channel and in the 
Nanaimo River Estuary." 

. The Commission has some 36 
pieces of material-handling equip
~ent mcludmg forklift trucks, ear
ners and. related equipment. The 
latest addition is the giant container 
lift, a 40-ton mobile piece of equip
ment _capable_ of handling any size 
container. This went into use last 
year as did the new 200-tonne steel 
barge ramp at Duke Point. 

. Export shipping has been increas
Ing each year. The exception was 
1985, when the worldwide recession 
caught up with the local shipping 
Pl~t~re and the record of 604.5 
mill_lon feet board measure, chalked 
up In 1984, dro~ped to 556 million 
f.b.m. 

Commercial Inlet Boat Basin 
once again set a new record with a 
total of _3,_195 boats and more than 
~.ooo v1s1tors during the recrea· 
tlonal boating season last year. 

. The new seaplane terminal is pro
ving a boon to residents and 
VISitors. Traffic is increasing and 
th~ bUilding,_ i~ addition to housing 
off1ces of a1rlme companies also 
features the Lighthouse Bistr~, fast 

becoming a popular spot for locals 
and tourists. 

The Commission now operates 
four wharves which have more than 
100 acres of storage area and 
116,000 square feet of warehouse 
space, with another 70-acre storage 
area at the new Duke Point terminal. 
Also at Duke Point is the largest all· 
purpose loading ramp in the Pacific 
Northw~st. Constructed and put in
to use m 1985, the ramp is capable 
of carrying more than 200 00 
pounds. ' 

"Last year's achievements, such 
as the new seaplane terminal com
pletion of Swy-a-lana Lagoo~ Park 
and construction of a 500-foot float 
for berthing cruise ships are pro
Je~ts which are not only a source of 
pnde. to the Commission, but 
benefit the entire community and 
are valuable assets to the port and 
the City. Considerable expenditure 
has ~een involved. The funds come 
pnncipally from the operation of the 
port, whiCh means to large extent 
e~port shipping," said Commis
Sioner Stroyan. 

·:we now have excellent facilities 
which are maintained to a very high 
standard. Our dedicated work force 
gives us an excellent reputation for 
~ch 1 ~,vlng minimum turnaround 
t1me, Stroyan added. 

The annual shipping report for the 
dee~sea ~harves of this port, 
published 1n this issue of Harbour 
News, shows for the first time a 
small,. almost insignificant item 
-containers. This is an indication 
that Nanaimo can become Van
couver Island's principal container 
port. N.H.C. ~~s invested in equip· 
men! and facilities for this purpose 
to be prepared for a developing 
trend 1n this direction. 

According to Chairman Stroyan 
:·A major problem for us at present 
IS the under-utilization of some of 
o~r facilities . The world-wide reces· 
s1on has been having an adverse ef· 
f~ct on the forest industry produc· 
tlo_n ~nd we as a forest-industry 
shipping port have been adversely 
affected." FE 8 21: 1986 
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This port is fortunate in having a 
location close to Vancouver Island 
m_ills, to road and rail transportation 
w1th excellent docks and equipment 
for handling deepsea shipping and 
a!so coastw1se shipping, Commis· 
SIGner Stroyan pointed out. The fact 
that the port has an established 
reputation for fast turnaround is a 
credit to t~e labour force, as well 
as to fa_r-slghted policy decisions 
by the Commission in providing 
the best In equipment and 
management. 

" Perhaps we must now put even 
~ore effor~ into aggressively pursu
Ing our pnmary function: shipping 
forest products from the Port of 
Nana1mo," he added. 

Scenic to be ferry 
for Expo '86 visitors 

. The ve.ssel Scenic, a familiar sight 
In Nanalmo Harbour not long ago 
when she was the ferry to Protection 
Island, IS to be one of the ferries at 
the Expo site this year. The oldtimer 
~as ~he subject of a feature article 
1n this publication when she was 
operating here. . · 

Now she will go into service on 
Vanc~~ver's False Creek, taking Ex· 
po. VISitors between the Russian, 
Chmese and American pavillions. 
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Ship Creek: 
A showplace 
for Anchorage 

GOOD ECONOMIC development projects re
presenting real growth may seem as rare as a blan
ket of fresh snow in the winter of '86. However, last 
week we were blessed with both - 6 inches of the 
coveted white stuff and a proposal by the city to de
velop our waterfront just south of Ship Cret>k next 

to downtown. 
Even though we are a seaport community, we 

really don't have much public use of our water
front. Since the Alaska Railroad laid the tracks to 
Anchorage in the early years of this century, citi
zens have been discouraged in reasonable and 
forceful ways from wandering across the tracks to 
the mudflats. Frankly, it never seemed like that 
much of an issue, at least not until cities and towns 
across the country started creating public water
front projects which encouraged access to and use 
of the coastline. 

TODAY WE FACE a very real project pros
pect : development of a publicly accessible mixed
use area in the tide flats south of Ship Creek, next 
to · downtown. While such a project has been dis
cussed for decades, an unusual combination of 
events and circumstances makes it truly feasible 

today : 
• The transfer of the Alaska Railroad from the 

federal government to the state of Alaska has 
generated a politically responsive corporation 
which has a progressive ;1pproach and a willing
ness to consider new ideas; 

• The municipality has an option on a lease cov-
ering 61 ac~es of railroad-owned land in the project 

area ; 
• When the new solid waste landfill is trans-

ferred, the municipality will own 2.2 million tons of 
gravel this year alone. That gravel should go to I 
public projects, and placing some of it in the water- l; 
front project area serves both the landfill's n~ed! , 
for excavation and the project's need for goodlJ 
gravel; =· 

• The municipality has $2 million for construe~ " 
ing small boat facilities, a natural inclusion in the 
public waterfront project; 

• "The Port of Anchorage's 1985 sale of revenue 
bonds included $3 million earmarked for this proj-

ect. 

AT THE Feb. 20 meeting of the Alaska Railroad 
board of directors, I proposed that the railroad and 
the municipality jointly create a Ship Creek Steer
ing Committee to get this project off the ground. 
By pooling our resources, the municipality and the 
railroad can begin the process of accepting mate
rial f rom the landfill site and generate a long-term 
development plan. Once the plan is finished, pri
vate developers can be invited to bid for the oppor
tunity to develop parts of the project. 

Already serious interest has been shown in the 
project by companies with experience in this kind 
of development and with.balance sheets which indi
cate solid financial footing. 

Restaunints, shops, offices, condominiums, boat 
and motor stores, tour boat and cruise ship _docks 
and numerous possible public attractions like an 
aquarium, a marine museum or a trade center are 
possible elements for inclusion. Some thought will 
need to be given to_ the possibility of wving at least 
part of the project a historic slant, possibly includ
ing some of the historic homes now sitting dormant 
while awaiting relocation. 

JUST WHAT the Ship Creek Landing project 
will end up looking like is anybody's guess at this 
point. In gathering data on the studies, permits, 
leases, contracts and other documents concerning 
the project area, consultants for the port created a 
concept diagram that reflects one possible configu
ration of buildings and facilities. Elswhere, water
front development has taken many different forms. 

In towns as diverse as San Antonio, St. Louis, 
New York, Olympia, Seattle, San Diego, Alexan
dria and Baltimore the urban waterfront has be
come the focus of new economic activity. Whether 
the " waterfront" is a creek, a river, a lake or a 
body of salt water, it is the anchor for a mixture of 
commercial and public uses that have revived 
many declining downto...,n areas. 

• In St. Louis, abandoned Civil War era ware
houses have been redeveloped into a riverfront of
fice and shop area called Laclede's Landing, sav
ing historic Mississippi River buildings adjacent to 
the St. Louis arch. 

• In Baltimore, the Inter Harbor was a wreck of 
dilapidated wharves and warehouses before being 
converted into a festival marketplace called Har
bor Place. Today it is considered the premier pub
lic waterfront in the U.S. 

• In New York, the South Street Seaport was 
converted from abandoned cargo docks on the East 
River to include buildings with shops, restaurants 
and offices next to . the Wall Street financial dis-

trict. 

THESE ARE just three examples of what was 
taken place in other cities. In Anchorage we have 
an unusual opportunity to create a similar project 
on our waterfront, near downtown, with a lot less 
effort. We don't have any wharves in the tide flats 

. which need to be demolished. We don't have multi
ple property owners in the area: the railroad owns 
the tidelands and the municipality has its lease op-

tion. 
In addition, it wiil be connected to a rapidly de-

veloping downtown, and could provide a base for a 
growing segment of our tourist industry - tour 
ship cruises. Finally, it may provide a place for 
long-range - 25 years plus - consolidated water-

front facilities. 
The signs all point in the same direction- go for 

it. The waterfront project would be another excit
ing dimension to our role as headquarters city for 

Alaska. 


